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(54) Abstract Title 

Zonal isolation apparatus with flov\^ valves controlled in response to sensor outputs 

(57) An apparatus which comprises a zonal isolation assembly comprising a solid tubular member 135 
including an external seal 140, a perforated tubular member 145 coupled to the solid tubular member, a flovy^ 
control valve 160 coupled to the perforated tubular member for controlling flow of fluid through the perforated 
tubular member, a temperature sensor 802 coupled to the perforated tubular member, a pressure sensor 804 
coupled to the perforated tubular member for monitoring the pressure within the perforated tubular member, 
a flow sensor 806 coupled to the perforated tubular member for monitoring the fluid flow rate within the 
perforated tubular member and a shoe 155 coupled to the zonal isolation assembly and a controller 810 for 
monitoring the flow control valve, the temperature sensor, the pressure sensor and the flow sensor and for 
controlling of the flow control valves in response to the sensor outputs, wherein at least one of the solid and 
perforated tubular members is formed by a radial expansion process within the wellbore. 
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ISOLATION OF SUBTERRANEAN ZONES 



Cross Reference To Related Applications 

[0001] This appiication is a continuation-in-part of U.S. patent application 
. serial number 09/969,922, attorney docket nunnber 25791 .69, filed on 10/3/2001 , 
ttiat was a continuation-in-part of U.S. patent application serial number 09/440,338, 
5 attorney docket number 25791 .9.02, filed on 1 1/1 5/1 999, that issued as U.S. Patent 
No. 6.328.113, that claimed the benefit of the filing date of U.S. provisional patent 
application serial number 60/108,558, attomey docket number 25791.9, filed on 
1 1/16/1998, the disclosures of which are incorporated herein by reference. 
[0002] The present application is related to the following: (1) U.S. patent 

10 application serial no. 09/454,139, attomey docket no. 25791.03.02. filed on 
12/3/1999, (2) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/510.913, attorney docket no. 
25791.7.02. filed on 2/23/2000. (3) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/502.350, 
attomey docket no. 25791 .8.02, filed on 2/10/2000, (4) U.S. patent application serial 
no. 09/440,338. attomeydocket no. 25791.9.02, filed on 1 1/15/1999. (5) U.S. patent 

15 application serial no. 09/523,460, attomey docket no. 25791.11.02, filed on 
3/10/2000, (6) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/512,895. attomey docket no. 
25791 .12.02, filed on 2/24/2000, (7) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/51 1 ,941 , 
attomey docket no. 25791.16.02, filed on 2/24/2000, (8) U.S. patent application 
serial no. 09/588.946. attomey docket no. 25791 .17.02. filed on 6/7/2000. (9) U.S. 

20 patent application serial no. 09/559,122, attorney docket no. 25791 .23.02, filed on 
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4/26/2000, (10) PCT patent application serial no. PCT/USOO/18635, attorney docket 
no. 25791.25.02, filed on 7/9/2000, (11) U.S. provisional patent application serial 
no. 60/162,671. attorney docket no. 25791.27. filed "on 11/1/1999, (12) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/1 54,047. attorney docket no. 25791 .29, 
filed on 9/16/1999, (13) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/159.082, 
attorney docket no. 25791.34, filed on 10/12/1999. (14) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/159,039, attorney docket no. 25791.36, filed on 
10/12/1999, (15) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/159,033, attorney 
docket no. 26791 .37, filed on 10/12/1999, (.16) U.S. provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/212.359, attorney docket no. 25791.38, filed on 6/19/2000, (17) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/165,228, attorney docket no. 25791.39, 
filed on 11/12/1999, (18) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/221.443, 
attorney docket no. 26791.45. filed on 7/28/2000, (19) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/221 .645, attorney docket no. 25791.46, filed on 7/28/2000, 
(20) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/233,638. attorney docket no. 
25791.47, filed on 9/18/2000. (21) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/237.334, attorney docket no. 25791 .48, filed on 10/2/2000. (22) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/270,007, attorney docket no. 25791.50, filed on 
2/20/2001; (23) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/262,434, attorney 
docket no. 25791.51, filed on 1/17/2001; (24) U.S, provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/259,486, attorney docket no. 25791.52, filed on 1/3/2001; (25) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/303,740, attorney docket no. 25791.61, 
filed on 7/6/2001; (26) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/313,453, 
attorney docket no. 25791.59, filed on 8/20/2001; (27) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/317,985, attorney docket no. 25791.67, filed on 9/6/2001; 
(28) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/3318,386, attorney docket no. 
25791.67.02, filed on 9/10/2001; and (29) U.S. utility patent application serial no. 



09/969,922. attorney docket no. 25791.69. filed on 10/3/2001, the disclosures of 
which are incorporated herein by reference. 
Background of the Invention 

[0003] This invention relates generally to oil and gas exploration, and in 
5 particular to isolating certain subterranean zones to facilitate oil and gas exploration. 
[0004] Duringoilexploration, a wellboretypicallytraversesa numberofzones 
within a subterranean fomnation. Some of these subten^nean zones will produce 
oil and gas. while others will not Further, it is often necessary to isolate 
subten-anean zones from one another in order to facilitate the exploration for and 
10 production of oil and gas. Existing methods for isolating subterranean production 
zones in order to facilitate the exploration for and production of oil and gas are 
complex and expensive. 

[0005] The present invention is directed to overcoming one or more of the 
limitations of the existing processes for isolating subterranean zones during oil and 
15 gas exploration. 
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Summary of the Invention 

[0006] According to one aspect of the present invention, an apparatus is 
provided that includes a zonal isolation assembly incfuding: one or more solid 
tubular members, each solid tubular member including one or more external seals, 
one or more perforated tubular members coupled to the solid tubular members, one 
or more flow control valves operably coupled to the perforated tubular members for 
controlling the flow of fluidic materials through the perforated tubular members, one 
or more temperature sensors operably coupled to one or more of the perforated 
tubular members for monitoring the operating temperature within the perforated 
tubular members, one or more pressure sensors operably coupled to one or more 
of the perforated tubular members for monitoring the operating pressure within the 
perforated tubular members, and one or more flow sensors operably coupled to one 
or more of the perforated tubular members for monitoring the operating flow rate 
within the perforated tubular members, a shoe coupled to the zonal isolation 
assembly, and a controller operably coupled to the flow control valves, the 
temperature sensors, the pressure sensors, and the flow sensors for monitoring the 
temperature, pressure and flow sensors and controlling the operation of the flow 
control valves. At least one of the solid tubular members and the perforated tubular 
members are formed by a radial expansion process performed within the wellbore. 
[0007] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean zone In a wellbore 
Is provided that includes positioning one or more solid tubuiars within the wellbore, 
the solid tubuiars traversing the first subtenranean zone, positioning one or more 
perforated tubuiars within the wellbore, the perforated tubuiars traversing the 
second subterranean zone, radially expanding at least one of the primary solid 
tubuiars and perforated tubuiars within the wellbore, fluidicly coupling the perforated 
tubuiars and the solid tubuiars, preventing the passage of fluids from the first 
subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to 



the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars, monitoring the operating temperatures, 
pressures, and flow rates within one or more of the perforated tubulars, and 
controlling the flow of fluidic materials through the perforated tubulars as a function 
of the monitored operating temperatures, pressures, and flow rates. 
5 [0008] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
extracting materials from a producing subtenranean zone in a wellbore, at least a 
portion of the wellbore including a casing, is provided that includes positioning one 
or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, positioning one or more perforated 
tubulars within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the producing 

10 subterranean zone, radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the 
perforated tubulars within the wellbore, fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the 
casing, fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars, fluidicly 
isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other subterranean 
zone within the wellbore, fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars 

15 with the producing subterranean zone, monitoring the operating temperatures, 
pressures, and flow rates within one or more of the perforated tubulars. and 
controlling the flow of fluidic materials through the perforated tubulars as a function 
of the monitored operating temperatures, pressures, and flow rates. 
[0009] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 

20 isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean zone in a wellbore 
is provided that includes means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the 
wellbore. the solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, means for 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore. the perforated 
tubulars traversing the second subten^anean zone, means for radially expanding at 

25 least one of the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars within the wellbore. means 
for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars, means for 
preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the second 
subtenranean zone within the w^llbore external to the solid tubulars and perforated 
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tubulars, means for monitoring the operating temperatures, pressures, and flow 
rates within one or more of the perforated tubulars, and means for controlling the 
flow of fluidic materials through the perforated tubulars as a function of the 
monitored operating temperatures, pressures, and flow rates. 
[0010] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 
extracting materials from a producing subten-anean zone in a wellbore, at least a 
portion of the wellbore including a casing, is provided that includes means for 
positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, means for positioning one 
or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing 
the producing subterranean zone, means for radially expanding at least one of the 
solid tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the wellbore, means for fluidicly 
coupling the solid tubulars with the casing, means for fluidicly coupling the 
perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars, means for fluidicly isolating the producing 
subterranean zone from at least one other subterranean zone within the wellbore, 
means for fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the 
producing subterranean zone, means for monitoring the operating temperatures, 
pressures, and flow rates within one or more of the perforated tubulars, and means 
for controlling the flow of fluidic materials through the perforated tubulars as a 
function of the monitored operating temperatures, pressures, and flow rates. 
[001 1] According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus is 
provided that includes a zonal isolation assembly including: one or more solid 
tubular members, each solid tubular member including one or more external seals, 
one or more perforated tubular members each including radial passages coupled 
to the solid tubular members, and one or more solid tubular liners coupled to the 
interior surfaces of one or more of the perforated tubular members for sealing at 
least some of the radial passages of the perforated tubular members, and a shoe 
coupled to the zonal isolation assembly. At least one of the solid tubular members 
and the perforated tubular members are formed by a radial expansion process 



performed within the wellbore, and the solid tubular liners are formed by a radial 
expansion process performed within the wellbore. 

[0012] According to another aspect of the present Invention, a method of 
Isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean zone in a wellbore 
5 is provided that Includes positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, 
the solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, positioning one or more 
perforated tubulars each including one or more radial passages within the wellbore, 
the perforated tubulars traversing the second subterranean zone, radially expanding 
at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars within the wellbore, fluidicly 

10 coupling the perforated tubulars and the primary solid tubulars, preventing the 
passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone 
within the wellbore external to the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars, 
positioning one or more solid tubular liners within the interior of one or more of the 
perforated tubulars, and radially expanding and plastically deforming the solid 

1 5 tubular liners within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars to fluidicly 
seal at least some of the radial passages of the perforated tubulars. 
[0013] According to another aspect of the present Invention, a method of 
exfracting materials from a producing subten^anean zone in a wellbore, at least a 
portion of the wellbore including a casing, is provided that includes positioning one 

20 or more solid tubulars within the wellbore. positioning one or more perforated 
tubulars each including one or more radial passages within the wellbore, the 
perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zone, radially expanding 
at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the wellbore, 
fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing, fluidicly coupling the perforated 

25 tubulars with the solid tubulars, fluidicly isolating the producing subten^anean zone 
from at least one other subterranean zone within the wellbore, fluidicly coupling at 
least one of the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean zone, 
positioning one or more solid tubular liners within the interior of one or more of the 



perforated tubulars, and radially expanding and plastically deforming the solid 
tubular liners within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars to fluidicly 
seal at least some of the radial passages of the perforated tubulars. 
[0014] According to another aspect of the present Invention, a system for 
isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean zone in a wellbore 
is provided that includes means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the 
wellbore. the solid tubulars traversing the first subten-anean zone, means for 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or more radial 
passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the second 
subterranean zone, means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars 
and perforated tubulars within the wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling the 
perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars, means for preventing the passage of 
fluids from the first subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone within the 
wellbore external to the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars, means for 
positioning one or more solid tubular liners within the interior of one or more of the 
perforated tubulars, and means for radially expanding and plastically defonning the 
solid tubular liners within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars to 
fluidicly seal at least some of the radial passages of the perforated tubulars. 
[0015] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 
extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a wellbore, at least a 
portion of the wellbore including a casing, Is provided that includes means for 
positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, means for positioning one 
or more perforated tubulars each including one or more radial passages within the 
wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zone, 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated 
tubulars within the wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the 
casing, means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars. 
means for fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other 
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subterranean zone within the wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling at least one of 
the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean zone, means for positioning 
one or more solid tubular liners within the interior of one or more of the perforated 
tubulars, and 

5 means for radially expanding and plastically defonning the solid tubular liners within 
the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars to fluidicly seal at least some 
of the radial passages of the perforated tubulars. 

[001 6] According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus is 
provided that includes a zonal isolation assembly including: one or more solid 

1 0 tubular members, each solid tubular member including one or more external seals, 
one or more perforated tubular members each including radial passages coupled 
to the solid tubular members, and a sealing material coupled to at least some of the 
perforated tubular members for sealing at least some of the radial passages of the 
perforated tubular members, and a shoe coupled to the zonal isolation assembly. 

15 [0017] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean zone in a wellbore 
is provided that includes positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, 
the solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, positioning one or more 
perforated tubulars each including one or more radial passages within the wellbore, 

20 the perforated tubulars traversing the second subterranean zone, radially expanding 
at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars within the wellbore, fluidicly 
coupling the perforated tubulars and the primary solid tubulars. preventing the 
passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone 
within the wellbore external to the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars, 

25 sealing off an annular region within at least one of the perforated tubulars, and 
injecting a hardenable fluidic sealing material into the sealed annular regions of the 
peribrated tubulars to seal off at least some of the radial passages of the perforated 
tubulars. 



[0018] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a wellbore, at least a 
portion of the wellbore including a casing, is provided that includes positioning one 
or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, positioning one or more perforated 
tubulars each including one or more radial passages within the wellbore, the 
perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zone, radially expanding 
at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the wellbore, 
fluidlcly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing, fluldicly coupling the perforated 
tubulars with the solid tubulars, fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone 
from at least one other subtenranean zone within the wellbore, fluidicly coupling at 
least one of the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean zone, sealing 
off an annular region vwthin at least one of the perforated tubulars, and injecting a 
hardenablefluidic sealing material into the sealed annular regions of the perforated 
tubulars to seal off at least some of the radial passages of the perforated tubulars. 
[0019] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 
isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean zone in a wellbore 
is provided that includes means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the 
wellbore. the solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, means for 
positioning one or more perforated -tubulars each including one or more radlial 
passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the second 
subterranean zone, means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars 
and perforated tubulars within the wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling the 
perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars. means for preventing the passage of 
fluids from the first subten^nean zone to the second subterranean zone within the 
wellbore external to the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars, means for 
sealing off an annular region within at least one of the perforated tubulars, and 
means for injecting a hardenable fluidic sealing material into the sealed annular 
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regions of the perforated tubulars to seal off at least some of the radial passages 
of the perforated tubulars. 

[0020] According to another aspect of the preseftt invention, a systenn for 
extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a wellbore, at least a 
5 portion of the wellbore including a casing, is provided that includes means for 
positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, means for positioning one 
or more perforated tubulars each including one or more radial passages within the 
wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zone, 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated 

1 0 tubulars within the wellbore, means for fluldicly coupling the solid tubulars with the 
casing, means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars. 
means forfluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other 
subterranean zone within the wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling at least one of 
the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean zone, means for sealing off 

15 an annular region within at least one of the perforated tubulars, and means for 
injecting a hardenable fluidic sealing material into the sealed annular regions of the 
perforated tubulars to seal off at least some of the radial passages of the perforated 
tubulars. 

[0021] According to another aspect of the present invention , an apparatus is 
20 provided that includes a zonal isolation assembly positioned within a wellbore that 
traverses a subtenranean formation including: one or more solid tubular members, 
each solid tubular member including one or more external seals, one or more 
perforated tubular members coupled to the solid tubular members, and a shoe 
coupled to the zonal isolation assembly. At least one of the solid tubular members 
25 and the perforated tubular members are fomied by a radial expansion process 
performed within the wellbore, and at least one of the perforated tubular members 
are radially expanded into Intimate contact with the subterranean formation. 
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[0022] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
isolating a first subten-anean zone from a second subterranean zone in a wellbore 
is provided that includes positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, 
the solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, positioning one or more 
perforated tubulars within the wellbore each including one or more radial passages, 
the perforated tubulars traversing the second subterranean zone, radially expanding 
at least one of the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars within the wellbore, 
radially expanding at least one of the perforated tubulars into Intimate contact with 
the second subterranean zone, fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the 
solid tubulars, and preventing the passage of fluids from the first subten-anean zone 
to the second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the solid tubulars 
and perforated tubulars. 

[0023] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a wellbore, at least a 
portion of the wellbore including a casing, is provided that includes positioning one 
or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, positioning one or more perforated 
tubulars within the wellbore each including one or more radial passages, the 
perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zone, radially expanding 
at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the wellbore, 
radially expanding at least one of the perforated tubulars into intimate contact with 
the producing subterranean zone, fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the 
casing, fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars, fluidicly 
isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other subterranean 
zone within the wellbore, and fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated 
tubulars with the producing subterranean zone. 

[0024] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 
isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subtenanean zone in a wellbore 
is provided that includes means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the 



wellbore, the solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, means for 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore each including one 
or more radial passages, the perforated tubulars* traversing the second 
subterranean zone, means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars 
5 and perforated tubulars within the wellbore. means for radially expanding at least 
one of the perforated tubulars into intimate contact with the second subterranean 
zone, means forfluldlcly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars. and 
means for preventing the passage of fluids from the first subtenanean zone to the 
second subterranean zone virithin the wellbore external to the solid tubulars and 

10 perforated tubulars. 

[0025] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 
extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a wellbore, at least a 
portion of the wellbore including a casing, is provided that includes means for 
positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, means for positioning one 

15 or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore each including one or more radial 
openings, the perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zone, 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated 
tubulars within the wellbore, means for radially expanding at least one of the 
perforated tubulars into Intimate contact with the producing subten-anean zone. 

20 means for fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing, means for fluidicly 
coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars, means for fluidicly isolating 
the producing subterranean zone from at least one other subterranean zone within 
the wellbore, and means for fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars 
with the producing subterranean zone. 

25 [0026] According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus is 
provided that includes a zonal isolation assembly positioned within a wellbore that 
traverses a subterranean formation and includes a perforated wellbore casing, 
including: one or more solid tubular members, each solid tubular member including 



one or more external seals, one or more perforated tubular members coupled to the 
solid tubular members, and a shoe coupled to the zonal isolation assembly. At least 
one of the solid tubular members and the perforated tubular members are formed 
by a radial expansion process perfomied within the wellbore, and at least one of the 
perforated tubular members are radially expanded into intimate contact with the 
perforated wellbore casing. 

[0027] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subten^nean zone in a wellbore 
that includes a perforated casing that traverses the second subterranean zone, is 
provided that Includes positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the 
solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, positioning one or more 
perforated tubulars within the wellbore each including one or more radial passages, 
the perforated tubulars traversing the second subten^anean zone, radially expanding 
at least one of the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars within the wellbore. 
radially expanding at least one of the perforated tubulars into intimate contact with 
the perforated casing, fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid 
tubulars, and preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to 
the second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the solid tubulars and 
perforated tubulars. i 

[0028] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
extracting materials from a producing subten^anean zone in a wellbore, at least a 
portion of the v^ellbore including a casing and a perforated casing that traverses the 
producing subterranean zone, is provided that includes positioning one or more 
solid tubulars within the wellbore, positioning one or more perforated tubulars within 
the wellbore each including one or more radial passages, the perforated tubulars 
traversing the producing subterranean zone, radially expanding at least one of the 
solid tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the wellbore, radially expanding at 
least one of the perforated tubulars into intimate contact with the perforated casing. 



fluid iciy coupling th6 sbiid tubulars with the casing, fluidicly coupling the perforated 
tubulars with the solid tubulars, fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone 
from at least one other subterranean zone within the wellbore, and fluidicly coupling 
at least one of the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean zone. 
5 [0029] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 
isolating a firet subterranean zone from a second subten^nean zone in a wellbore 
that includes a perforated casing that traverses the second subterranean zone, is 
provided that Includes means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the 
wellbore, the solid tubulars traversing the first subtenranean zone, means for 

1 0 positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore each including one 
or more radial passages, the perforated tubulars traversing the second 
subterranean zone, means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars 
and perforated tubulars within the wellbore, means for radially expanding at least 
one of the perforated tubulars into intimate contact with the perforated casing. 

15 means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars, and 
means for preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the 
second subtenanean zone within the wellbore external to the solid tubulars and 
perforated tubulars. 

[0030] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 
20 extracting materials finom a producing subten^nean zone in a wellbore, at least a 
portion of the wellbore including a caslrig and a perforated casing that traverses the 
producing subterranean rone, that Includes means for positioning one or more solid 
tubulars within the wellbore, means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars 
within the wellbore each including one or more radial openings, the perforated 
25 tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zone, means for radially expanding 
at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the wellbore, 
means for radially expanding at least one of the perforated tubulars into intimate 
contact with the perforated casing, means for fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars 



with the casing, means for fluididy coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid 
tubulars, means forfluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least 
one other subterranean zone within the wellbore, and means for fluididy coupling 
at least one of the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean zone. 
[0031 ] According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus is 
provided that includes a zonal isolation assembly including: one or more solid 
tubular members, each solid tubular member including one or more external seals, 
one or more perforated tubular members each including radial passages coupled 
to the solid tubular members, and one or more perforated tubular liners each 
including one or more radial passages coupled to the interior surfaces of one or 
more of the perforated tubular members, and a shoe coupled to the zonal Isolation 
assembly. At least one of the solid tubular members and the perforated tubular 
members are formed by a radial expansion process perfonned within the wellbore, 
and the perforated tubular liners are formed by a radial expansion process 
perfonned within the wellbore. 

[0032] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean zone in a wellbore 
is provided that includes positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, 
the solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, positioning one or more 
perforated tubulars each including one or more radial passages within the wellbore, 
the perforated tubulars traversing the second subterranean zone, radially expanding 
at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars within the wellbore, fluididy 
coupling the perforated tubulars and the primary solid tubulars. preventing the 
passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone 
within the wellbore external to the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars, 
positioning one or more perforated tubular liners within the interior of one or more 
of the perforated tubulars, and radially expanding and plastically defomiing the 
perforated tubular liners within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars. 

It 



[0033] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a welibore, at least a 
portion of the wellbore including a casing, is provided that includes positioning one 
or more solid tubulars wrthrn the wellbore, positioning one or more perforated 
5 tubulars each including one or more radial passages within the wellbore, the 
perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zone, radially expanding 
at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the wellbore, 
fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing, fluidicly coupling the perforated 
tubulars with the solid tubulars, fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone 

1 0 from at least one other subterranean zone within the wellbore, fluidicly coupling at 
least one of the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean zone, 
positioning one or more perforated tubular liners within the interior of one or more 
of the perforated tubulars, and radially expanding and plastically deforming the 
perforated tubular liners within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars. 

15 [00341 According to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 
isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean zone in a wellbore 
is provided that includes means for positioning one or more solid tubulars vwthin the 
wellbore, the solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, means for 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or more radial 

20 passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the second 
subterranean zone, means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars 
and perforated tubulars within the wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling the 
perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars. means for preventing the passage of 
fluids from the first subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone within the 

25 wellbore external to the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars. means for 
positioning one or more perforated tubular liners within the interior of one or more 
of the perforated tubulars. and means for radially expanding and plastically 
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deforming the perforated tubular liners within the interior of one or more of the 
perforated tubulars. 

[0035] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 
extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a weilbore. at least a 
portion of the weilbore including a casing, is provided that includes means for 
positioning one or more solid tubulars within the weilbore. means for positioning one 
or more perforated tubulars each including one or more radial passages within the 
weilbore. the perforated tubulars traversing the producing subtenranean zone, 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated 
tubulars within the weilbore. means for fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the 
casing, means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars. 
meansforfluidiclyisolatingtheproducingsubterraneanzonefromatleastoneother 

subterranean zone within the weilbore. means for fluidicly coupling at least one of 
the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean zone, means for positioning 
one or more perforated tubular liners within the interior of one or more of the 
perforated tubulars. and means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the 
perforated tubular liners within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars. 
[0036] According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus is 
provided that includes a zonal isolation assembly including: one or more solid 
tubular members, each solid tubular member including one or more extemal seals, 
two or more perforated tubular members each including radial passages coupled 
to the solid tubular members, and one or more one-way valves for controHably 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubular members, and a shoe coupled to the zonal 
isolation assembly. At least one of the solid tubular members and the perforated 
tubular members are fomied by a radial expansion process perfomned with.n the 
weilbore. 

[0037] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean zone having a 



plurality of producing zones in a wellbore is provided that includes positioning one 
or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the solid tubulars traversing the first 
subterranean zone, positioning two or more perforated tubulars each including one 
or more radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the 
second subterranean zone, radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and 
perforated tubulars within the wellbore. fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and 
the primary solid tubulars, preventing the passage of fluids from the first 
subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to 
the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars, and preventing fluids from 
passing from one of the producing zones that has not been depleted to one of the 
producing zones that has been depleted. 

[0038] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
extracting materials from a wellbore having a plurality of producing subterranean 
zones, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, is provided that includes 
positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, positioning two or more 
perforated tubulars each including one or more radial passages within the wellbore, 
the perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zones, radially 
expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the 
wellbore, fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing, fluidicly coupling the 
perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars, fluidicly isolating the producing 
subterranean zone from at least one other subterranean zone within the wellbore, 
fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the producing 
subterranean zone, preventing fluids from passing from one of the producing zones 
that has not been depleted to one of the producing zones that has been depleted. 
[0039] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 
isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean zone having a 
plurality of producing zones in a wellbore is provided that includes means for 
positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the solid tubulars 



traversing the first subterranean zone, means for positioning one or more perforated 
tubulars each including one or more radial passages within the wellbore, the 
perforated tubulars traversing the second subterranearf zone, means for radially 
expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars within the 
wellbore. means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars, 
means for preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the 
second subterranean zone within the wellbore extemal to the primary solid tubulars 
and perforated tubulars, means for positioning one or more perforated tubular liners 
within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars, and means for 
preventing fluids from passing from one of the producing zones that has not been 
depleted to one of the producing zones that has been depleted. 
[0040] Acconding to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 
extracting materials from a plurality of producing subterranean zones in a wellbore, 
at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, is provided that includes means 
for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, means for positioning 
one or more perforated tubulars each including one or more radial passages within 
the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zones, 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated 
tubulars within the wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the 
casing, means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars, 
means for fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other 
subten-anean zone within the wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling at least one of 
the perforated tubulars with the producing subten^nean zone, means for positioning 
one or more perforated tubular liners within the interior of one or more of the 
perforated tubulars, and means for preventing fluids from passing from one of the 
producing zones that has not been depleted to one of the producing zones that has 
been depleted. 



[0041] According to another aspect of the present invention, an apparatus for 
extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean fonnation containing a source 
of geothermal energy is provided that includes a zonal isoration assembly positioned 
within the subterranean fonnation including: one or more solid tubular members. 
5 each solid tubular member including one or more external seals, one or more 
perforated tubular members each including radial passages coupled to the solid 
tubular members, and one or more perforated tubular liners each including one or 
more radial passages coupled to the interior surfaces of one or more of the 
perforated tubular members, and a shoe coupled to the zonal isolation assembly. 

1 0 At least one of the solid tubular members and the perforated tubular members are 
formed by a radial expansion process performed within the wellbore, 
[0042] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean zone including a 
source of geothermal energy in a wellbore is provided that includes positioning one 

15 or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the solid tubulars traversing the first 
subterranean zone, positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one 
or more radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the 
second subterranean zone, radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and 
perforated tubulars within the wellbore, fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and 

20 the primary solid tubulars, preventing the passage of fluids from the first 
subtenranean zone to the second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to 
the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars, positioning one or more 
perforated tubular liners within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars, 
and radially expanding and plastically defomriing the perforated tubular liners within 

25 the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars. 

[0043] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
extracting geothermal energy from a subten-anean geothemial zone in a wellbore. 
at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, is provided that includes 



positioning one or more solid tubuiars within the wellbore, positioning one or more 
perforated tubuiars each including one or more radial passages within the wellbore. 
the perforated tubuiars traversing the subterranean Qeothennal zone, radially 
expanding at least one of the solid tubuiars and the perforated tubuiars within the 
wellbore, fluidicly coupling the solid tubuiars with the casing, fluidiciy coupling the 
perforated tubuiars with the solid tubuiars, fluidicly isolating the subteranean 
geothermal zone from at least one other subterranean zone within the wellbore. and 
fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubuiars with the subterranean 
geothermal zone. 

[0044] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 
isolating a first subterranean zone from a second geothermal subterranean zone in 
a wellbore is provided that includes means for positioning one or more solid tubuiars 
within the wellbore, the solid tubuiars traversing the first subterranean zone, means 
for positioning one or more perforated tubuiars each including one or more radial 
passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubuiars traversing the second 
geothermal subten^nean zone, means for radially expanding at least one of the 
solid tubuiars and perforated tubuiars within the wellbore. means for fluidicly 
coupling the perforated tubuiars and the solid tubuiars, and means for preventing 
the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the second geothermal 
subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the primary solid tubuiars and 
perforated tubuiars. 

[0045] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 
extracting geothermal eneigy from a subterranean geothermal zone in a wellbore, 
at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, is provided that includes means 
for positioning one or more solid tubuiars within the wellbore, 
means for positioning one or more perforated tubuiars each including one or more 
radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubuiars traversing the 
subterranean geothermal zone, means for radially expanding at least one of the 
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solid tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the wellbore, means for fluidicly 
coupling the solid tubulars with the casing, means for fluidicly coupling the 
perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars, means for fluidicly isolating the 
subterranean geothermal zone from at least one other subterranean zone within the 
5 wellbore, and means for fiuidlcly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with 
the subterranean geothermal zone. 

[0046] According to another aspect of the present Invention, an apparatus is 
provided that includes a zonal isolation assembly including: one or more solid 
tubular members, each solid tubular member including one or more external seals, 

10 one or more perforated tubular members each including one or more radial 
passages coupled to the solid tubular members, and a shoe coupled to the zonal 
isolation assembly. At least one of the solid tubular members and the perforated 
tubular members are formed by a radial expansion process performed within the 
wellbore, and the radial passage of at least one of the perforated tubular members 

1 5 are cleaned by further radial expansion of the perforated tubular members within the 
wellbore. 

[0047] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean zone in a wellbore 
is provided that includes positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore. 

20 the solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, positioning one or more 
perforated tubulars within the wellbore each including one or more radial passages, 
the perforated tubulars traversing the second subterranean zone, radially expanding 
at least one of the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars within the wellbore, 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars, preventing the 

25 passage of fluids from the first subteranean zone to the second subten^nean zone 
within the wellbore external to the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars, and 
cleaning materials from the radial passages of at least one of the perforated 
tubulars by further radial expansion of the perforated tubulars within the wellbore. 
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[0048] According to another aspect of the present invention, a method of 
extracting materials from a producing subten^nean zone in a wellbore, at least a 
portion of the wellbore including a casing, is provided that includes positioning one 
or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, positioning one or more perforated 
tubulars within the wellbore each including one or more radial passages, the 
perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zone, radially expanding 
at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the wellbore, 
fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing, flutdicly coupling the perforated 
tubulars with the solid tubulars, fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone 
from at least one other subterranean zone within the wellbore, fluidicly coupling at 
least one of the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean zone, 
monitoring the operating temperatures, pressures, and flow rates within one or more 
of the perforated tubulars. and cleaning materials from the radial passages of at 
least one of the perforated tubulars by further radial expansion of the perforated 
tubulars within the wellbore. 

[0049] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 
isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean zone in a wellbore 
is provided that includes means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the 
wellbore, the solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, means for 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore each including one 
or more radial passages, the perforated tubulars traversing the second 
subterranean zone, means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars 
and perforated tubulars within the wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling the 
perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars, means for preventing the passage of 
fluids from the first subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone within the 
wellbore extemal to the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars, and means for 
cleaning materials from the radial passages of at least one of the perforated 
tubulars by further radial expansion of the perforated tubulars within the wellbore. 
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[0050] According to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 
extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a wellbore. at least a 
portion of the wellbore including a casing, is provided that includes means for 
positioningoneormoresolidtubularswithinthewellbore. means forpositioning one 

or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore each including one or more radial 
passages, the perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zone, 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated 
tubulars within the wellbore. means for fluidldy coupling the solid tubulars with the 
casing, means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars. 
means for fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other 
subterranean zone within the wellbore. means for fluidicly coupling at least one of 
the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean zone, and means for 
cleaning materials from the radial passages of at least one of the perforated 
tubulars by further radial expansion of the perforated tubulars within the wellbore. 

Brief Description off the Drawings 
[0051] FIG. 1 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view illustrating the isolation 
of subterranean zones. 

[0052] Fig. 2a is a cross sectional illustration of the placement of an 
illustrative embodiment of a system for Isolating subterranean zones within a 

borehole. 

[0053] Fig. 2b Is a cross sectional illustration of the system of Fig. 2a during 
the injection of a fluidic material into the tubular support member. 
[0054] Fig. 2c is a cross sectional illustration of the system of Fig. 2b vrtiile 
pulling the tubular expansion cone out of the wellbore. 

[0055] Rg- 2d is a cross sectional illustration of the system of Fig. 2c after the 
tubular expansion cone has been completely pulled out of the wellbore. 
[0056] Rg. 3 is a cross sectional illustration of an illustrative embodiment of 
the expandable tubular members of the system of Fig. 2a. 
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[0057] Fig. 4 is a flow chart illustration of an illustrative embodiment of a 
method for manufacturing the expandable tubular member of Fig. 3. 
[0058] Fig. 5a is a cross sectional illustration of an illustrative embodiment of 
the upsetting of the ends of a tubular member. 

[0059] Fig. 5b is a cross sectional illustration of the expandable tubular 
member of Fig. 5a after radially expanding and plastically deforming the ends of the 
expandable tubular member. 

[0060] Fig. 5g is a cross sectional illustration of the expandable tubular 
member of Fig. 5b after forming threaded connections on the ends of the 
expandable tubular member. 

[0061] Fig. 5d is a cross sectional illustration of the expandable tubular 
member of Fig. 5c after coupling sealing members to the exterior surface of the 
intermediate unexpended portion of the expandable tubular member. 
[0062] Fig. 6 is a cross-sectional illustration of an exemplary embodiment of 
a tubular expansion cone. 

[0063] Fig. 7 is a cross-sectional illustration of an exemplary embodiment of 

a tubular expansion cone. 

[0064] Fig. 8 is a fragmentary cross sectional illustration of an altemative 

embodiment of the system for isolating subterranean zones of Fig. 1 . 

[0065] Fig. 9 is a fragmentary cross sectional illustration of an embodiment 

of a method for lining one of the perforated tubular members of the system for 

isolating subterranean zones of Fig. 1 with a solid tubular liner. 

[0066] Fig. 1 0 is a fragmentary cross sectional illustration of an embodiment 

of a method for sealing one of the perforated tubular members of the system for 

isolating subterranean zones of Fig. 1 with a hardenable fluidic sealing material. 

[0067] Fig. 1 1 is a fragmentary cross sectional illustration of an embodiment 

of a method for coupling one of the perforated tubular members of the system for 

isolating subterranean zones of Fig. 1 with the surrounding subterranean formation. 
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,00681 Fig. 12 is a fragmenta-y cross seeConal iOustratlon o. an embod,men. 
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Detailed Description of the Illustrative EmlKKiiinents 
„ ,007a An apparatus and memod for Isolating one or mo« subteranean 

zones from each other. ^ 
P073, Refemng .o Rg. 1. a wellbore 1D6 Induing a cas,ng 0 are 

fc,^,«nn 115 The subterranean formation 115 

115 the we,.ore 106 may be exter^ied in a well ^ .manner to 
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traverse the various productive and non-productive zones, including the water zone 
120 and the targeted oil sand zone 125. 

[0074] In a preferred embodiment, in order to fluidlcly isolate the water zone 
120 from the targeted oil sand zone 125, an apparatus 1 30 is provided that Includes 
5 one or more sections of solid casing 135, one or more external seals 140, one or 
more sections of perforated casing 145, one or more intermediate sections of solid 
casing 150, and a solid shoe 155. In several exemplary embodiments, the 
perforated casing 145 includes one or more radial passages. 
[0075] The solid casing 1 35 provides a fluid conduit that transmits fluids and 
10 other materials from one end of the solid casing 135 to the other end of the solid 
casing 135. The solid casing 135 may comprise any number of conventional 
commercially available sections of solid tubular casing such as. for example, oilfield 
tubulars fabricated from chromium steel or fiberglass. In a preferred embodiment, 
the solid casing 135 comprises oilfield tubulars available from various foreign and 

15 domestic steel mills. 

[0076] The solid casing 135 Is preferably coupled to the casing 110. The 
solid casing 135 may be coupled to the casing 110 using any number of 
conventional commercially available processes such as, for example, welding, 
slotted and expandable connectors, or expandable solid connectors. In a preferred 

20 embodiment, the solid casing 1 35 is coupled to the casing 1 1 0 by using expandable 
solid connectors. The solid casing 135 may comprise a plurality of such solid 
casing 135. 

[0077] The solid casing 135 is preferably coupled to one more of the 
perforated casings 145. The solid casing 135 may be coupled to the perforated 
25 casing 145 using any number of conventional commercially available processes 
such as, for example, welding, orslotted and expandable connectors. In a preferred 
embodiment, the solid casing 135 is coupled to the perforated casing 145 by 
expandable solid connectors. 
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[0078] In a preferred embodiment, the casing 1 35 includes one more valve 
members 160 for controlling the flow of fluids and other materials v«thin the interior 
region of the casing 135. In an alternative embodiment, during the production 
mode of operation, an internal tubular string with various arrangements of packers, 
perforated tubing, sliding sleeves, and vah/es rr^y be employed within the 
apparatus to provide various options for commingling and isolating subterranean 
zones from each other while providing a fluid path to the surface. 
[00791 In a particularly preferred embodiment, the casing 1 35 is placed into 
the wellbore 105 by expanding the casing 135 in the radial direction into intimate 
contact with the interior walls of the wellbore 105. The casing 135 may be 
expanded in the radial direction using any number of conventional commercially 
available methods. 

[00801 ThesealsMOpreventthepassageoffluidsandolhertnatenalswrthin 
,he annular ^ton 165 between the sold casings 135 and 150 and the wellbore 
105 The seals 140 may comprise any number of conventional commeraally 
available sealing materials suitable for sealing a casing in a wellbore such as tor 
exampte, lead, rubber or epoxy. In a preferred embodiment, the seals 140 
comprise Stratalok epoxy material available from Halliburton Energy Senrices. Ihe 
perforated casing 145 permits fluids and other materials to pass into and out of the 
interior of the perforated casing 145 from and to the annular region 165. In this 
manner, oil and gas may be p««luced from a producing subterranean zona w*m 
a subten^neao fbm^ation. The perforated casing 145 may comprise any number 
of conventional commercially available sections of slotted tubular casing. In a 
preferred embodiment the perforated casing 145 comprises expandable slotted 
tubular casing available from Petrdine in Abee-deen, Scotland. In a pari.oulariy 
prefened embodiment. tt,e perforated casing 145 comprises expandable slotted 
sandscreen tubular casing available from Petroline in Abeerdeen, Scotland. 



[0081] The perforated casing 145 is preferably coupled to one or more solid 
casing 135. The perforated casing 145 may be coupled to the solid casing 135 
using any number of conventional commercially available processes such as. for 
example, welding, or slotted or solid expandable connectors. In a preferred 
embodiment, the perforated casing 145 is coupled to the solid casing 135 by 
expandable solid connectors. 

[0082] The perforated casing 145 is preferably coupled to one or more 
intemiedlate solid casings 150. The perforated casing 145 may be coupled to the 
intemiediate solid casing 150 using any number of conventional commercially 
available processes such as. for example, welding or expandable solid or slotted 
connectors. In a preferred embodiment, the perforated casing 145 is coupled to the 
intermediate solid casing 150 by expandable solid connectors. 
10083] The last perforated casing 145 is preferably coupled to the shoe 1 55. 
The last perforated casing 145 may be coupled to the shoe 1 55 using any number 
of conventional commercially available processes such as. for example, welding or 
expandable solid or slotted connectors. In a preferred embodiment, the last 
perforated casing 145 is coupled to the shoe 165 by an expandable solid connector. 
[0084] In an altemative embodiment, the shoe 155 is coupled directly to the 
last one of the intennediate solid casings 150. 

[0085] In a preferred embodiment, the perforated casings 1 45 are positioned 
within the wellbore 1 05 by expanding the perforated casings 1 45 in a radial direction 
into intimate contact wrth the interior walls of the wellbore 105. The perforated 
casings 145 may be expanded in a radial direction using any number of 
conventional commercially available processes. 

[0086] The intermediate solid casing 150 permits fluids and other materials 
to pass between adjacent perforated casings 145. The intemnediate solid casing 
1 50 may comprise any number of conventional commercially available sections of 
solid tubular casing such as. for example, oilfield tubulars fabricated from chromium 
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s.ee. or fiberglass. In a preferred embodi-^ent. ,he ir,te,r.ed,ate so «< cas,ng 

..morisas olffield tubulars available from foreign and domesHc steel m,lls. 
0,T THein.en.edia.eso«dcasing150,spre,erab,coup.d»oneorrnore 

Cns c. me perforated casing ,46. The intermediate sc«d casing 150 may be 
n the perforated casing 145 using any number of conventonal 
Z^Ilyl^b.eprocessessuohas,for example, we,dlng.orsolldors.on«^ 

Z^^rc^nec«,rs.nap^erredembodlmen..theinte„ned.esoJ«ca«^ 
Tl copied U, the pertPrated casing 145 by expandable solid connedo.. ^ 
ZL^L s.ld casing 160 n«v comprise a plura,«y of such in.ermed,a.e so.d 

.n a preferred embodiment, the each in.em,edia.e solid casing 150 
Li one more vaK,e members 170 for controlling the flow of fluKis and othe 
::::slin.hein.eHor.gionoftheln.ermed.tecasi. 
Ihodiment as will be recognized by persons having ord«,a,y sloU >n the art and 

.he p^se. .s^osure, du^g the 

intprnal tubular string with various arrangements of packers, pertoraie 

r.e^l, and^awes may be employed within the 
varlousoptionsfor commingling and isolating subterranean zonesfromeachoth 

while providing a fluid path to the surface. 

m J in a particularly preferred embodin^nt, the intem,ed,ate casrng 160 
>nto the wellbore 105 by expanding the intem^ediate casing 150 .n me 
Xll. imo intlmatecon.actw.th the interior walls of the w^lbore 105. "n-e 
::rrcas.g160maybeexpand«.lntheradla.dlrect^uslnganynumber 

of conventional commercially available methods. ^^«j,ate solid 

roo901 in an alternative embodiment, one or more of the rtem,ed,ate sol,d 
^:3l60maybeom«ed..nana«ematK«preferredembod^nf^eormore 

of the perforated casings 145 are provided with one or more seals 140. 



[0091] The shoe 1 55 provides a support member for the apparatus 130. In 
this manner, various production and exploration tools may be supported by the 
show 1 50. The shoe 1 50 may comprise any number of conventional commercially 
available shoes suitable for use in a wellbore such as, for example, cement filled 
shoe, or an aluminum or composite shoe. In a preferred embodiment, the shoe 1 50 
comprises an aluminum shoe available from Halliburton. In a preferred 
embodiment, the shoe 155 is selected to provide sufficient strength in compression 
and tension to permit the use of high capacity production and exploration tools. 
[00921 In a particulariy preferred embodiment, the apparatus 1 30 includes a 
plurality of solid casings 135, a plurality of seals 140, a plurality of perforated 
casings 145, a plurality of intermediate solid casings 150, and a shoe 155. More 
generally, the apparatus 130 may comprise one or more solid casings 135, each 
with one or more valve members 160, n perforated casings 146, n-1 intermediate 
solid casings 150, each with one or more valve members 170, and a shoe 155. 
[0093] During operation of the apparatus 1 30, oil and gas may be controllably 

produced from the targeted oil sand zone 125 using the perforated casings 145. 
The oil and gas may then be transported to a surface location using the solid casing 
135. The use of intermediate solid casings 160 with valve members 170 pemnits 
isolated sections of the zone 125 to be selectively isolated for production. The 
seals 140 permit the zone 125 to be fluidicly isolated from the zone 120. The seals 
140 further permits isolated sections of the zone 125 to be fluidicly isolated from 
each other. In this manner, the apparatus 130 permits unwanted and/or non- 
productive subterranean zones to be fluidicly isolated. 

[0094] In an alternative embodiment, as will be recognized by persons having 
ordinary skill in the art and also having the benefit of the present disclosure, during 
the production mode of operation, an internal tubular string with various 
arrangements of packers, perforated tubing, sliding sleeves, and valves may be 
employed within the apparatus to provide various options for commingling and 
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isolating subterranear1-26hes from each other while providing a fluid path to the 
surface. 

[0095] m several alternative embodiments, the solid casing 135. the 
perforated casings 145, the intermediate sections of solid casing 150. and/or the 
solid shoe 1 55 are radially expanded and plastically deformed within the wellbore 
105 in a conventional manner and/or using one or more of the methods and 
apparatus disclosed in one or more of the following: (1) U.S. patent application 
serial no. 09/454.1 39. attorney docket no. 25791 .03.02. filed on 1 2/3/1 999. (2) U.S. 
patent application serial no. 09/510,913. attorney docket no. 25791.7.02. filed on 
2/23/2000. (3) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/502.350. attorney docket no. 
25791 8 02 filed on 2/10/2000. (4) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/440,338. 
attorney docket no. 25791.9.02. filed on 11/15/1999. (5) U.S. patent application 
seriaino 09/523.460, attorney docket no. 25791.11.02. filed on 3/10/2000. (6)U.S. 

patent application serial no. 09/512.895. attorney docket no. 25791 .12.02. filed on 
2/24/2000. (7) U.S. patent applicafion serial no. 09/511,941. attorney docket no. 
25791 16 02, filed on 2/24/2000, (8) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/588.946. 
attorneydocketno.25791.17.02, filed on 6/7/2000.(9)U.S.patentapplication serial 

no 09/559.122, attorney docket no. 25791.23.02, filed on 4/26/2000. (10) PCT 
patent application serial no. PCT/USOO/18635, attorney docket no. 25791.25.02. 
filed on 7/9/2000. (11) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/162.671. 
attorney docket no. 25791.27. filed on 11/1/1999. (12) U.S. provisional patent 
application seriaino. 60/154.047. attorney docket no. 25791.29. filed on 9/16/1999. 
(13) U S provisional patent application serial no. 60/159.082. attomey docket no. 
25791 34. filed on 10/12/1999. (14) U.S. provisional patent application senal no. 
60/1 59 039, attomey docket no. 25791 .36. filed on 10/12/1 999. (1 5) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/159.033. attomey docket no. 25791.37. filed on 
10/1 2/1 999, (1 6) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/212.359. attomey 
docket no. 25791.38. filed on 6/19/2000. (17) U.S. provisional patent application 
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serial no. 60/165.228, attorney docket no. 25791 .39, filed on 11/12/1999, (18) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/221 ,443, attorney docket no. 25791.45, 
filed on 7/28/2000, (19) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/221,645. 
attorney docket no. 25791.46, filed on 7/28/2000, (20) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/233,638. attorney docket no. 25791 .47, filed on 9/18/2000, 
(21) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/237,334, attorney docket no. 
25791.48, filed on 10/2/2000, (22) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/270.007, attorney docket no. 25791 .50. filed on 2/20/2001 ; (23) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/262.434, attorney docket no. 25791.51, filed on 
1/17/2001; (24) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/259,486, attorney 
docket no. 25791.52, filed on 1/3/2001; (25) U.S. provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/303.740. attorney docket no. 25791.61. filed on 7/6/2001; (26) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/313.453, attorney docket no. 25791.59, 
filed on 8/20/2001; (27) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/317.985. 
attorney docket no. 25791.67. filed on 9/6/2001; (28) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/318.386. attorney docket no. 25791.67.02. filed on 
9/10/2001; and (29) U.S. utility patent application serial no. 09/969.922, attorney 
docket no. 25791.69. filed on 10/3/2001, ttie disclosures of which are incorporated 
herein by reference. In an exemplary embodiment, the radial clearances between 
tfie radially expanded solid casings 135, perforated casings 145, intermediate 
sections of solid casing 150, and/or the solid shoe 155 and the wellbore 105 are 
eliminated thereby eliminating the annulus between the solid casings, the perforated 
casings 145, the intermediate sections of solid casing 150, and/or the solid shoe 
155 and the wellbore 105. In this manner, the optional need for filling the annulus 
with a filler material such as, for example, gravel, may be eliminated. [0096J 
Referring to Figs. 2a-2d, an illustrative embodiment of a system 200 for 
isolating subterranean formations includes a tubular support member 202 that 
defines a passage 202a. A tubular expansion cone 204 that defines a passage 
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204a is coupled to an end of the tubular support rtiehriber 202. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the tubular expansion cone 204 includes a tapered outer surface 204b 
for reasons to be described. 

[0097] A pre-expanded end 206a of a first expandable tubular member 206 
that defines a passage 206b is adapted to mate with and be supported by the 
tapered outer surface 204b of the tubular expansion cone 204. The first 
expandable tubular member 206 further includes an unexpended intermediate 
portion 206c, another pre-expanded end 206d, and a sealing member 206e coupled 
to the exterior surface of the unexpended intermediate portion. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the inside and outside diameters of the pre-expanded ends. 206a and 
206d» of the first expandable tubular member 206 are greater than the inside and 
outside diameters of the unexpended intemiediate portion 206c. An end 208a of 
a shoe 208 is coupled to the pre-expanded end 206a of the first expandable tubular 
member 206 by a conventional threaded connection. 

[0098] An end 21 Oa of a slotted tubular member 210 that defines a passage 
210b is coupled to the other pre-expanded end 206d of the first expandable tubular 
member 206 by a conventional threaded connection. Another end 210c of the 
slotted tubular member 210 is coupled to an end 212a of a slotted tubular member 
212 that defines a passage 212b by a conventional threaded connection. A pre- 
expanded end 214a of a second expandable tubular member 214 that defines a 
passage 214b is coupled to the other end 212c of the tubular member 212. The 
second expandable tubular member 214 further includes an unexpended 
Intermediate portion 214c. another pre-expanded end 214d, and a sealing member 
214e coupled to the exterior surface of the unexpended intemiediate portion. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the inside and outside diameters of the pre-expanded 
ends, 214a and 214d, of the second expandable tubular member 214 are greater 
than the inside and outside diameters of the unexpended intermediate portion 214c. 
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[0099] An end 216a of a slotted tubular member 216 that defines a passage 
216b is coupled to the other pre-expanded end 214d of the second expandable 
tubular member 214 by a conventional threaded connection. Another end 216c of 
the slotted tubular member 216 is coupled to an end 218a of a slotted tubular 
member 218 that defines a passage 218b by a conventional threaded connection. 
A pre-expanded end 220a of a third expandable tubular member 220 that defines 
a passage 220b is coupled to the other end 21 8c of the slotted tubular member 21 8. 
The third expandable tubular member 220 further includes an unexpended 
intermediate portion 220c, another pre-expanded end 220d, and a sealing member 
220e coupled to the exterior surface of the unexpended intemnediate portion. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the inside and outside diameters of the pre-expanded 
ends, 22Ga and 220d, of the third expandable tubular member 220 are greater than 
the inside and outside diameters of the unexpended intermediate portion 220c. 
[0100] An end 222a of a tubular member 222 is threadably coupled to the 
end 30d of the third expandable tubular member 220. 

[0101] In an exemplary embodiment, the inside and outside diameters of the 
pre-expanded ends, 206a. 206d, 214a, 214d. 220a and 220d, of the expandable 
tubular members, 206. 214. and 220. and the slotted tubular members 210, 212, 
216. and 218, are substantially equal. In several exemplary embodiments, the 
sealing members, 206e, 214e, and 220e, of the expandable tubular members, 206, 
214, and 220, respectively, further include anchoring elements for engaging the 
wellbore casing 104. In several exemplary embodiments, the slotted tubular 
members, 2 1 0, 21 2 , 21 6. and 21 8, are conventional slotted tubular members having 
threaded end connections suitable for use in an oil or gas well, an underground 
pipeline, or as a structural support. In several alternative embodiments, the slotted 
tubular members, 21 0, 212, 216, and 218 are conventional slotted tubular members 
for recovering or introducing fluidic materials such as, for example, oil, gas and/or 
water from or into a subterranean formation. 
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[0102] in an exemplary embodiment, as illustrated in Fig. 2a. the system 200 
is initially positioned in a borehole 224 fomned in a subterranean formation 226 that 
includes a water zone 226a and a targeted oil sand zone 226b. The borehole 224 
may be positioned in any orientation from vertical to horizontal. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the upper end of the tubular support member 202 may be supported 
in a conventional manner using, for example, a slip joint, or equivalent device in 
order to permit upward movement of the tubular support member and tubular 
expansion cone 204 relative to one or more of the expandable tubular members. 
206, 214. and 220, and tubular members. 210, 212, 216, and 218. 
[0103] In an exemplary embodiment, as illustrated in Fig. 2b, a fluidic material 
228 is then injected into the system 200, through the passages. 202a and 204a, of 
the tubular support member 202 and tubular expansion cone 204, respectively. 
[0104] In an exemplary embodiment, as illustrated in Fig. 2c. the continued 
Injection of the fluidic material 228 through the passages, 202a and 204a, of the 
tubular support member 202 and the tubular expansion cone 204, respectively, 
pressurizes the passage 18b of the shoe 18 below the tubular expansion cone 
thereby radially expanding and plastically deforming the expandable tubular 
member 206 off of the tapered external surface 204b of the tubular expansion cone 
204. In particular, the intermediate non pre-expanded portion 206c of the 
expandable tubular member 206 is radially expanded and plastically defomned off 
of the tapered external surface 204b of the tubular expansion cone 204. As a 
result, the sealing member 206e engages the interior surface of the wellbore casing 
104. Consequently, the radially expanded intennediate portion 206c of the 
expandable tubular member 206 is thereby coupled to the wellbore casing 104. In 
an exemplary embodiment, the radially expanded intennediate portion 206c of the 
expandable tubular member 206 is also thereby anchored to the wellbore casing 
104. 
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[0105] In an exemplary embodiment, as illustrated In Fig. 2d, after the 
expandable tubular member 206 has been plastically deformed and radially 
expanded off of the tapered extemal surface 204b of the tubular expansion cone 
204, the tubular expansion cone is pulled out of the borehole 224 by applying an 
upward force to the tubular support member 202. As a result, the second and third 
expandable tubular members, 214 and 220. are radially expanded and plastically 
deformed off of the tapered external surface 204b of the tubular expansion cone 
204. In particular, the intennediate non pre-expanded portion 214c of the second 
expandable tubular member 214 is radially expanded and plastically deformed off 
of the tapered extemal surface 204b of the tubular expansion cone 204. As a 
result, the sealing member 214e engages the interior surface of the wellbore 224. 
Consequently, the radially expanded intennediate portion 214c of the second 
expandable tubular member 214 is thereby coupled to the wellbore 224. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the radially expanded intermediate portion 214c of the 
second expandable tubular member 214 is also thereby anchored to the wellbore 
104. Furthemiore, the continued application of the upward force to the tubular 
member 202 will then displace the tubular expansion cone 204 upwardly into 
engagement with the pre-expanded end 220a of the third expandable tubular 
member 220. Finally, the continued application of the upward force to the tubular 
member 202 will then radially expand and plastically deform the third expandable 
tubular member 220 off of the tapered extemal surface 204b of the tubular 
expansion cone 204. In particular, the intermediate non pre-expanded portion 220c 
of the third expandable tubular member 220 is radially expanded and plastically 
deformed off of the tapered external surface 204b of the tubular expansion cone 
204. As a result, the sealing member 220e engages the interior surface of the 
wellbore 224. Consequently, the radially expanded intemiediate portion 220c of the 
third expandable tubular member 220 is thereby coupled to the wellbore 224. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the radially expanded intermediate portion 220c of the third 
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expandable tubular nember 220 is alsothereby anchored to the wellbore 224. AS 
a result, the water zone 226a and fluidicly isolated from the targeted oil sand zone 

roits] After completing the radial expansion and pl»tic detonnation of the 

Ihird expandable tubular member 220, the tubular support member 202 and the 

tubular expansion cone 204 are removed from the wellbore 224. 

[01 071 Thus, during the operation of the system 1 0, the Intermediate non pre- 

expandedportions,2Cec214c,and220c,oftheexpandabletubularmembers206, 

214 and 220, «speotively. are radially expanded and plastically defom^d by the 
upward displacement of the tubular expansion cone 204. As a result, the sealing 
number., 206e, 214e, and 220e, are displaced In the radial di-ct»n " o 
engagementwilh the wellbore 224me,ebyc.^plingthe shoe 208.the expandable 

tubular member 206. me slotted tub^ar members, 210 and 212. ^--P-^* « 
.ubular member 214, me slotted tubular members. 216 ar,d 218, an he 
expandable tubular member 220 to the we«,o«. Fu,them,o,« as a ^ult the 
connections between the expandable tubular members. 2<». ^^^^ "^' ^ 
shoe 208 and the slotted tubular members. 210, 212, 216. and 218. do not have 
,o be expandable connections thereby providing significant J" 
addition, the inside diameters of the expandable tubular members. ^^^'^'''J^ 
220. and me slotted tubular members, 210. 212, 216, and 218. after the 
expansion^cess.a«subs.antial^e,ual.lnthismanner.addi«ona.c»n«n^^ 

,oolsandomerconventionalequipmentmaybeeasi^positionedw.h,nar^ma«d 

through, the expandable and sbtted tubular members. In several altemat«e 
I^^ents.theconventional.00. and equipment include convent^na va^g 

and other conventbnal flow control devices tor controlling the flow of fluid c 
materialswithin and between me expandable tubular members, 206. 214.and 220. 
and the slotted tubular members. 210, 212, 216, and 218. 
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[0108] Furthermore, in the system 200, the slotted tubular members 210, 
212, 216, and 218 are interleaved among the expandable tubular members. 206. 
214, and 220. As a result, because only the intermediate non pre-expanded 
portions, 206c, 214c, and 220c, of the expandable tubular members, 206. 214, and 
220, respectively, are radially expanded and plastically deformed, the slotted tubular 
members, 210, 212, 216, and 218 can be conventional slotted tubular members 
thereby significantly reducing the cost and complexity of the system 10. Moreover, 
because only the intemnediate non pre-expanded portions. 206c, 214c, and 220c, 
of the expandable tubular members. 206, 214. and 220, respectively, are radially 
expanded and plastically defomied, the numberand length of the interleaved slotted 
tubular members. 210. 212, 216. and 218 can be much greater than the number 
and length of the expandable tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
total length of the intermediate non pre-expanded portions, 206c, 214c, and 220c, 
of the expandable tubular members, 206. 214. and 220, is approximately 200 feet, 
and the total length of the slotted tubular members, 210, 212. 216, and 218. Is 
approximately 3800 feet. Consequently. In an exemplary embodiment, a system 
200 having a total length of approximately 4000 feet is coupled to the wellbore 224 
by radially expanding and plastically defomiing a total length of only approximately 
200 feet 

[0109] Furthermore, the sealing members 206e. 214e, and 220e, of the 
expandable tubular members. 206, 214, and 220, respectively, are used to couple 
the expandable tubular members and the slotted tubular members, 210, 212. 216, 
and 218 to the wellbore 224, the radial gap between the slotted tubular members, 
the expandable tubular members, and the wellbore 224 may be large enough to 
effectively eliminate the possibility of damage to the expandable tubular members 
and slotted tubular members during the placement of the system 200 within the 
wellbore. 



[0110J In an exemplary embodiment, the pre-expanded ends, 206a. 206d. 
214a, 214d. 220a. and 220d. of the expandable tubular members. 206. 214. and 
220 respectively, and the slotted tubular members. 210. 212. 216. and 218. have 
outside diameters and wall thicknesses of 8.375 inches and 0.350 inches, 
respectively; prior to the radial expansion, the intemiediate non pre^xpanded 
portions. 206c. 214c. and 220c, of the expandable tubular members. 206. 214. and 
220 respectively, have outside diameters of 7.625 inches; the slotted tubular 
members. 210. 212. 216, and 218. have inside diameters of 7.675 inches; afterthe 
radial expansion, the inside diameters of the intemnediate portions. 206c, 21 4c. and 
220C. of the expandable tubular members. 206. 214. and 220. are equal to 7.675 
inches; and the wellbore 224 has an inside diameter of 8.755 inches. 
[01 1 1] In an exemplary embodiment, the pre-expanded ends, 206a. 206d. 
214a. 214d. 220a. and 220d. of the expandable tubular members. 206. 214. and 
220 respectively, and the slotted tubular members. 210. 212. 216. and 218. have 
outside diameters and v/all thicknesses of 4.500 inches and 0.250 Inches, 
respectively: prior to the radial expansion, the Intemiediate non pre^xpanded 
portions. 206c, 214c. and 220c. of the expandable tubular members. 206. 214. and 
220 respectively, have outside diameters of 4.000 inches; the slotted tubular 
members. 210. 212. 216. and 218. have inside diameters of 4.000 inches; afterthe 
radial expansion, the inside diameters of the intemiediate portions. 206c. 214c. and 
220c. of the expandable tubular members. 206. 214. and 220. are equal to 4.000 
Inches; and the v««llbore 224 has an Inside diameter of 4.892 inches. 
(01121 In an exemplary embodiment, the system 200 is used to .nject or 
extract fluidic materials such as. for example, oil. gas. and/or water into or from the 
subten^nean fomnation 226b. 

[01131 Referring nowto Fig. 3. an exemplary embodiment of an expandable 
tubular member 300 will now be described. The tubular member 300 defines an 
interior region 300a and includes a first end 300b including a first threaded 



connection 300ba, a first tapered portion 300c, an intermediate portion 300d. a 
second tapered portion 300e, and a second end 300f including a second threaded 
connection 300fa. The tubular member 300 further preferably includes an 
intennediate sealing member 300g that is coupled to the exterior surface of the 
intermediate portion 300d. 

[0114] In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular member 300 has a 
substantially annular cross section. The tubular member 300 may be fabricated 
from any number of conventional commercially available materials such as, for 
example, Oilfield Country Tubular Goods (OCTG), 13 chromium steel tubing/casing, 
or L83, J55, or P11 0 API casing. 

[01 1 51 In an exemplary embodiment, the interior 300a of the tubular member 
300 has a substantially circular cross section. Furthermore, in an exemplary 
embodiment, the interior region 300a of the tubular member includes a first inside 
diameter D^, an intermediate inside diameter D,mt. and a second inside diameter Dj. 
In an exemplary embodiment, the first and second inside diameters, D, and Dg, are 
substantially equal. In an exemplary embodiment, the first and second inside 
diameters, and Dj. are greater than the intermediate inside diameter D^^j. 
[0116] The first end 300b of the tubular member 300 is coupled to the 
intennediate portion 300d by. the first tapered portion 300c. and the second end 
300f of the tubular member is coupled to the intermediate portion by the second 
tapered portion 300e. In an exemplary embodiment, the outside diameters of the 
first and second ends, 300b and 300f, of the tubular member 300 is greater than the 
outside diameter of the intemiediate portion 300d of the tubular member. The first 
and second ends. 300b and 300f. of the tubular member 300 include wall 
thicknesses, t, and tg. respectively. In an exemplary embodiment, the outside 
diameter of the intennediate portion 300d of the tubular member 300 ranges from 
about 75% to 98% of the outside diameters of the first and second ends, 300a and 



300f. The intermediate portion 300d of the tubular member 300 includes a wall 
thickness t,NT- 

[0117] In an exemplary embodiment, the wall thicknesses t, and tj are 
substantially equal in order to provide substantially equal buret strength for the first 
and second ends. 300a and 300f. of the tubular member 300. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the wall thicknesses, t, and tj, are both greaterthan the wall thickness 
t,NT in order to optimally match the burst strength of the first and second ends, 300a 
and SOOf, of the tubular member 300 with the intennedlate portion 300d of the 
tubular member 300. 

[Oil 8] In an exemplary embodiment, the first and second tapered portions, 
300c and 300e. are Inclined at an angle, a, relative to the longitudinal direction 
ranging from about 0 to 30 degrees in order to optimally facilitate the radial 
expansion of the tubular member 300. In an exemplary embodiment, the firet and 
second tapered portions, 300c and 300e, provide a smooth transition between the 
firet and second ends. 300a and SOOf, and the intermediate portion 300d. of the 
tubular member 300 in order to minimize stress concentrations. 
[0119] The intennediate sealing member 300g is coupled to the outer surface 
of the intermediate portion 300d of the tubular member 300. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the intermediate sealing member 300g seals the interface between 
the intermediate portion 300d of the tubular member 300 and the interior surface 
of a wellbore casing 305, or other preexisting stmcture, after the radial expansion 
and plastic deformation of the intemiediate portion 300d of the tubular member 300. 
In an exemplary embodiment the intermediate sealing member 300g has a 
substantially annular cross section. In an exemplary embodiment, the outside 
diameter of the intermediate sealing member 300g is selected to be less than the 
outside diametere of the firet and second ends. 300a and SOOf. of the tubular 
member 300 in order to optimally protect the intemnediate sealing member SOOg 
during placement of the tubular member 300 within the wellbore casings 305. The 



intermediate sealing member 300g may be fabricated from any number of 
conventional commercially available materials such as, for example, themioset or 
thermoplastic polymers. In an exemplary embodiment, the intenmediate sealing 
member 300g is fabricated from thermoset polymers in order to optimally seal the 
radially expanded Intermediate portion 300d of the tubular member 300 with the 
wellbore casing 305. In several alternative embodiments, the sealing member 300g 
includes one or more rigid anchors for engaging the wellbore casing 305 to thereby 
anchor the radially expanded and plastically defbmned intermediate portion 300d of 
the tubular member 300 to the wellbore casing. 

f0120] Refen-ing to Figs. 4, and 5a to 5d, in an exemplary embodiment, the 
tubular member 300 is formed by a process 400 that includes the steps of: (1) 
upsetting both ends of a tubular member in step 405; (2) expanding both upset ends 
of the tubular member in step 410; (3) stress relieving both expanded upset ends 
of the tubular member in step 415; (4) forming threaded connections in both 
expanded upset ends of the tubular member in step 420; and (5) putting a sealing 
material on the outside diameter of the non-expanded intenriediatie portion of the 
tubular member in step 425. 

[01 21] As illustrated in FIG. 5a. in step 405. both ends, 500a and 500b. of a 
tubular member 500 are upset using conventional upsetting methods. The upset 
ends, 500a and 500b, of the tubular member 500 include the wall thicknesses t, and 
tj. The intemriediate portion 500c of the tubular member 500 includes the wall 
thickness t,NT and the interior diameter D,nt. In an exemplary embodiment the wall 
thicknesses t, and tj are substantially equal in order to provide burst strength that 
is substantially equal along the entire length of the tubular member 500. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the wall thicknesses t, and tj are both greater than the wall 
thickness t,NT in order to provide burst strength that is substantially equal along the 
entire length of the tubular member 500, and also to optimally facilitate the 
formation of threaded connections In the first and second ends. 500a and 500b. 



[0122] As illustrated in Fig. 5b, in steps 410 and 415, both ends. 500a and 
500b, of the tubular member 500 are radially expanded using conventional radial 
expansion methods, and then both ends, 500a and 500b, of the tubular member are 
stress relieved. The radially expanded ends. 500a and 500b, of the tubular 
member 500 include the interior diameters D, and Dj. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the interior diameters D, and Dj are substantially equal in order to 
provide a burst strength that is substantially equal. In an exemplary embodiment, 
the ratio of the interior diameters and Dg to the interior diameter D,nt ranges from 
about 100% to 120% in order to facilitate the subsequent radial expansion of the 
tubular member 500. 

[0123] In a preferred embodiment, the relationship between the wall 
thicknesses t„ tj. and tj^r of the tubular member 500: the Inside diameters D„ Dj 
and D,NT of the tubular member 500; the inside diameter D^„tn^ of the wellbore 
casing, or other structure, that the tubular member 500 will be inserted into; and the 
outside diameter D^^ of the expansion cone that will be used to radially expand the 
tubular member 500 within the wellbore casing is given by the following expression: 

r>wenbore-2'»t, ZD,1: ^[Q, -/wr)»0„>. + ^/w] 0) 
'I 

where t, = tj; and 
D, = D^. 

By satisfying the relationship given in equation (1), the expansion forces placed 
upon the tubular member 500 during the subsequent radial expansion process are 
substantially equalized. More generally, the relationship given in equation (1) may 
be used to calculate the optimal geometry for the tubular member 500 for 
subsequent radial expansion and plastic deformation of the tubular member 500 for 
fabricating and/or repairing a wellbore casing, a pipeline, or a structural support. 
[0124] As illustrated in FIG. 5c, in step 420. conventional threaded 
connections, 500d and 500e, arefomned in both expanded ends. 500a and 500b, 
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of the tubular member 500. \u an exemplary embodiment, the threaded 
connections.500dand500e.areprovidedusingconventionalprocessesforfomiing 

pin and box type threaded connections available from Atlas-Bradford. 
[0125] AS illustrated in Fig. 5d. in step 425. a sealing member 500f is then 
applied onto the outside diameter of the non-expanded intermediate portion 500c 
of the tubular member 500. The sealing member 500f may be applied to the 
outside diameter of the non-expanded Intemiedlate portion 500c of the tubular 
member 500 using any number of conventional commercially available methods, 
in a preferred embodiment, the sealing member 500f Is applied to the outs.de 
diameter of the intermediate portion 500c of the tubular member 500 using 
commercially available chemical and temperature resistant adhesive bonding. 
[01 26] In an exemplary embodiment, the expandable tubular members, 206. 
214. and 220. of the system 200 are substantially identical to. and/or incorporate 
one or more of the teachings of. the tubular members 300 and 500. 
[0127] Referring to Fig. 6. an exemplary embodiment of tubular expansion 
cone 600 for radially expanding the tubular members 206. 214. 220. 300 and 500 
will now be desaibed. The expansion cone 600 defines a passage 600a and 
includes a front end 605. a rear end 610. and a radial expansion section 615. 
[0128] In an exemplary embodiment the radial expansion section 615 
includes a first conical outer surface 620 and a second conical outer surface 625. 
The first conical outer surface 620 includes an angle of attack a, and the second 
conical outer surface 625 includes an angle of attack a,. In an exemplary 
embodiment the angle of attack a, is greater than the angle of attack a. In this 
manner, the first conical outer surface 620 optimally radially expands the 
intemiedlate portions. 206c. 214c. 220c. 300d. and 500c. of the tubular members. 
206. 214. 220, 300. and 500. and the second conical outer surface 525 optimally 
radially eicpandsthe pre-expanded first and second ends. 206a and 206d. 214a and 
214d. 220a and 220d. 300b and 300f. and 500a and 500b. of the tubular members. 



206 214 220, 300 and 500. In an exemplary embodiment, the first conical outer 
surface 620 includesan angle of attacka,rangin9 from about8to20desrees, and 

,he second conical outer surface 625 includes an angle of attack a. ranging from 
about 4 to 15 degrees in order to opt«T,ally radially expand and plastically defom, 
the tubular members, 206. 21 4, 220. 300 and 500. More generally, the expansion 
cone 600 may include 3 or mof» adjacent conical outer surfaces having angles of 
attack that decrease from tt,e front end 605 of the expansion cone 600 to tl« rear 
end 610 of the expansion cone 600. 

mi291 Referring to Fig. 7, another exemplary embodiment of a tubular 
expansion cone 700 defines a passage 70Oa and includes a front end 705. a rear 
end 710 and a radial expansion section 716. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
«dial e^nsion section 715 includes an outer surface having a substantially 
parabolic outer profile thereby providing a paraboloid shape In this manner, the 
outer surface of the radial expansion section 715 provides an angle of attack that 
constantly deceases from a maximum at the frant end 705 of the expansion cone 
700 to a minimum at the rear end 710 of the expansion cone. Theparabolic outer 
profile of the outer surface of the radial expansion section 716 may be fom^ using 
a plurality of adjacent discrete conical sections and/or using a continuous cunred 
surface. In this manner, the region of the outer surface of the radial expansion 
section 715adiacent to thefrontend 705 of theexpansioncone700 may optlmaay 

radially expand the intem,ediate portions, 206c.214c,220c,300d,and500c. of the 
tubular members, 206. 21 4, 220, 300, and 500, while the region of the outer surface 
of the radial expansion section 716 adjacent to the rear end 710 of the expans«n 
cone 700 nay optimally radially expand the pre^xpanded first and second ends 
206a and 206d. 214a and 214d. 220a and 220d, 300b and 300f, and 500a and 
500b, of the tubular members, 206, 214, 220, 300 and 500. in an exemplary 
embodiment, the parabolic profile of the outer surface of the radial expansion 
section 71 5 is selected to provide an angle of attack that ranges from about 8 to 20 
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degrees in the vicinity of the front end 705 of the expansion cone 700 and an angle 
of attack in the vicinity of the rear end 710 of the expansion cone 700 from about 
4 to 15 degrees. 

[0130] In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular expansion cone 204 of the 
system 200 is substantially identical to the expansion cones 600 or 700. and/or 
incorporates one or more of the teachings of the expansion cones 600 and/or 700. 
[0131] In several alternative embodiments, the teachings of the apparatus 
1 30. the system 200, the expandable tubular member 300. the method 400. and/or 
the expandable tubular member 500 are at least partially combined. 
[0132] Referring to Fig. 8. in an alternative embodiment, conventional 
temperature, pressure, and flow sensors. 802. 804, and 806, respectively, are 
operably coupled to the perforated tubulars 145 of the apparatus 130. The 
temperature, pressure, and flow sensors. 802. 804. and 806. respectively, in turn 
are operably coupled to a controller 810 that receives and processes the output 
signals generated by the temperature, pressure, and flow sensors to thereby control 
the operation of the flow control valves 1 60 to enhance the operational efficiency 
of the apparatus 130. In several exemplary embodiments, the control algorithms 
utilized by the controller 81 0 for controlling the operation of the flow control valves 
1 60 as a function of the operating temperature, pressure, and flow rates within the 
perforated tubular members 145 are conventional. 

[0133] Referring to Fig. 9, in an alternative embodiment, a solid tubular 
member 905 is coupled to one of the perforated tubular members 145 by radially 
expandingand plastically defomiingthesolldtubularmember into engagement with 

the perforated tubular member in a conventional manner and/or using one or more 
of the radial expansion methods disclosed in one or more of the following: (1) U.S. 
patent application serial no. 09/454.139, attorney docket no. 25791 .03.02. filed on 
12/3/1999. (2) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/510.913. attorney docket no. 
25791.7.02, filed on 2/23/2000. (3) U.S. patent applrcation serial no. 09/502.350, 



attorney docket no. 25791 .8.02. filed on 2/1 0/2000. (4) U.S. patent application serial 
no. 09/440,338. attorney docket no. 25791 .9.02. filed on 1 1/1 5/1 999 , (5) U .S. patent 
application serial no. 09/523.460, attorney docket no. 25791.11.02, filed on 
3/10/2000, (6) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/512.8*95. attorney docket no. 
25791.12.02. filed on 2/24/2000, (7) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/511.941. 
attorney docket no. 25791.16.02. filed on 2/24/2000. (8) U.S. patent application 
serial no. 09/588.946. attorney docket no. 25791.17.02. filed on 6/7/2000. (9) U.S. 
patent application serial no. 09/559. 122. attorney docket no. 25791 .23.02. filed on 
4/26/2000. (10) PCT patent application serialno. PCT/USOO/18535. attorney docket 

no. 25791.25.02. filed on 7/9/2000, (11) U.S. provisional patent application serial 
no. 60/162.671. attorney docket no. 25791.27. filed on 11/1/1999, (12) U.S. 
pravlslonal patent application serial no. 60/1 54,047. attorney docket no. 25791 .29. 
filed on 9/16/1999, (13) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/159,082. 
attorney docket no. 25791.34. filed on 10/12/1999. (14) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/159.039, attorney docket no. 25791.36. filed on 
1 0/1 2/1 999. (1 5) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/1 59,033. attorney 
docket no. 25791.37. filed on 10/12/1999. (16) U.S. provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/212.359. attorney docket no. 25791.38, filed on 6/19/2000, (17) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/165,228. attorney docket no. 25791 .39. 
filed on 11/12/1999. (18) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/221,443, 
attorney docket no. 25791.45. filed on 7/28/2000. (19) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/221 ,645, attorney docket no. 25791 .45. filed on 7/28/2000, 
(20) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/233,638. attorney docket no. 
25791.47. filed on 9/18/2000. (21) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/237.334, attorney docket no. 25791 .48, filed on 10/2/2000. (22) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/270,007. attorney docket no. 25791.50. filed on 
2/20/2001; (23) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/262,434. attorney 
docket no. 25791.51. filed on 1/17/2001; (24) U.S. provisional patent application 



serial no, 60/259.486, attorney docket no. 25791,52, filed on 1/3/2001; (25) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/303,740, attorney docket no. 25791 ,61, 
filed on 7/6/2001; (26) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/313.453, 
attorney docket no. 25791.59, filed on 8/20/2001; (21) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/317,985. attorney docket no. 25791 .67, filed on 9/6/2001; 
(28) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60,318,386. attorney docket no. 
25791.67.02. filed on 9/10/2001; and (29) U.S. utility patent application serial no. 
09/969,922, attorney docket no. 25791.69, filed on 10/3/2001, the disclosures of 
which are incorporated herein by reference. In this manner, the solid tubular 
member 905 fluidicly seals the radial passages fonmed in the perforated tubular 
member 145 thereby preventing the passage of fluidic materials and/or formation 
materials through the perforated tubular member. 

[0134] Referring to Fig. 10, in an alternative embodiment, the radial openings 
in one of the perforated tubular members 145 are sealed by injecting a hardenable 
fluidic sealing material 1005 into the radial openings in the one perforated tubular 
member by positioning a closed ended pipe 1010 having one or more radial 
openings 1010a within the one perforated tubular member 145. Conventional 
sealing members 101 5 and 1020 then seal the interface between the pipe 1 01 0 and 
the opposite ends of the one perforated tubular member 145. The hardenable 
fluidic sealing material 1005 is then injected into the radial openings in the one 
perforated tubular member 146. The sealing members 140 prevent the passage of 
the hardenable fluidic sealing material out of the annulus between the one 
perforated tubular member 145 and the formation 125. The pipe 1010 and sealing 
members. 1015 and 1020, are then removed from the apparatus 130. and the 
hardenable fluidic sealing material is allowed to cure. A conventional drill string may 
then be used to remove any excess cured sealing material from the interior surface 
of the one perforated tubular member 145. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
hardenable fluidic sealing material is a curable epoxy resin. 
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„„5, in an atemative embodiment, as Illustrated In Fig. 1 1 . one or more of 
LperforatedtubuUirmemt^rsUSoftheapparatuslSOareradiallyexpandedand 

plaL,^ defom^d Into contact with the surround^ fom«.ion 125 thereby 
oompresshg.hesurround-ngforn»tion.ln«,temanner..hesurroundingfom,a,on 

125 is maintained in a state of compression thereby stabilizing the surroundrng 
fom^ation, reducing the flow of loose particles from the surrounding fonnation * 
«,e radia, openings of the perforated tubular member 145, and enhancng the 
recovery of hydrocarbons from the surrounding fomiaticn. 
,0136, ,„analtema«veembodimen.,ase«mtesource1105ispositionedon 

a surface locaUon to the^by impart seisn^c energy into the fom»Bon 125. In 
manner, partides lodged in «ie radia, openings in the perforated tubular member 
146 may bedislodgedfromthe radia, openings«ie,eby enhancing the subsequent 

recoveryofhydrocarbonsfiDmtheformation125. 

,0,yn lnanaltamativeembod,ment.aftertheperforatedtubutermember 145 
LbeenradialVaxpandedandp<as«oa.yfom«d.n.oconmctwith.hesur™u^^^^^^^ 
fom,ation 125, thereby coupling the perforated tubular member 145 o he 

suKounding fomiation, an Impulsive load applied to the 

number. Thelmpu,s«e,oad may be applied tothe perforated tubutermembert45 

by applying the load ,o the end of the apparatus 130. The lmpuls«e load « men 
lIL.o.hesurroundlngformation125therebyco,r^ac«ngand/ors.m^^^^ 

surrounding fo,ma«on. As a resuft, the recovery of hydrocarbons from the 
fonnation 125 is enhanced. 

[01381 in an alternative embodiment, as illustrated in Fig. 1 2, a we bore 
Lng1205havingoneormo,epe,fora«ons1210isposWonedwiminthewen.^ 
105.hattrave,sesmefom».tion 125. When the apparatus130 is positioned v««^^^ 

the wellbore 105. one or more of the perforated tubular "^/^^ °' 
apparatus 130 are radially expanded and plastically defomned into contact w«i the 
wellborecaslng1205the.ebycompressingthesurroundingfomiation125. Inthis 
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manner, the surrounding formation 125 is maintained in a state of compression 
thereby stabilizing the surrounding formation, reducing the flow of loose particles 
from the surrounding formation into the radial openings of the perforated tubular 
member 145. and enhancing the recovery of hydrocarbons from the surrounding 
formation. 

[0139] In an alternative embodiment, a seismic source 1215 is positioned on 
a surface location to thereby impart seismic energy into the fomiation 125. In this 
manner, particles lodged in the radial openings in the perforated tubular member 
145 may be dislodged from the radial openings thereby enhancing the subsequent 
recovery of hydrocarbons from the formation 125. 

[0140] inanaltemativeembodiment.aftertheperforatedtubularmember145 
has been radially expanded and plastically fomied into contact with the wellbore 
casing 1205. thereby coupling the perforated tubular member 145 to the 
surrounding fomiation. an impulsive load is applied to the perforated tubular 
member. The impulsive load may be applied to the perforated tubular member 1 45 
by applying the load to the end of the apparatus 130. The Impulsive load is then 
transferred to the surrounding fomiation 125 thereby compacting and/or slumfying 
the surrounding fomiation. As a result, the recovery of hydrocarbons from the 
formation 125 is enhanced. 

[0141] Referring to Fig. 13." in an alternative embodiment, one or more 
perforated tubular members 1305 are coupled to one of the perforated tubular 
members 145 by radially expanding and plasticallydefom^ing the perforatedtubular 

member into engagement with the perforated tubular member in a conventional 
manner and/or using one or more of the radial expansion methods disclosed in one 
or more of the following: (1) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/454.139. attorney 
docket no. 25791.03.02. filed on 12/3/1999. (2) U.S. patent application serial no. 
09/510.913. attomey docket no. 25791.7.02. filed on 2/23/2000. (3) U.S. patent 
application serial no. 09/502,350. attorney docket no. 25791.8.02. filed on 
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2/10/2000, (4) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/440,338, attorney docket no. 
25791 .9.02, filed on 11/15/1 999, (5) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/523,460. 
attorney docket no. 25791.11.02, filed on 3/10/2000, (6) U.S. patent application 
serial no. 09/512,895, attorney docket no. 25791.12.02, filed on 2/24/2000. (7) U.S. 
patent application serial no. 09/51 1.941, attorney docket no. 25791.16.02. filed on 
2^4^000, (8) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/588,946, attorney docket no. 
25791.17.02. filed on 6/7/2000, (9) U.S. patent application serial no. 09/559,122. 
attorney docket no. 25791.23.02, filed on 4/26/2OO0, (10) PCT patent application 
serial no. PCT/USOO/1 8635, attorney docket no. 25791.25.02. filed on 7/9/2000. 
(11) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/162.571, attorney docket no. 
25791.27, filed on 11/1/1999, (12) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/154,047, attorney docket no. 25791.29, filed on 9/16/1999, (13) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/159,082. attorney docket no. 25791.34, filed on 
10/12/1 999, (14) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/159,039, attorney 
docket no. 25791.36, filed on 10/12/1999, (15) U.S. provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/159,033. attorney docket no. 25791 .37, filed on 10/12/1999, (16) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/21 2,359, attorney docket no. 25791 .38. 
filed on 6/19/2000, (17) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/165,228, 
attorney docket no. 25791.39, filed on 11/12/1999. (18) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/221 ,443, attorney docket no. 25791 .45, filed on 7/28/2000, 
(19) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/221,645, attorney docket no. 
25791 .46, filed on 7/28/2000, (20) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/233,638, attorney docket no. 25791.47, filed on 9/18/2000, (21) U.S. provisional 
patent application serial no. 60/237,334, attorney docket no. 25791.48, filed on 
10/2/2000, (22) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/270.007, attorney 
docket no. 25791.50, filed on 2/20/2001; (23) U.S. provisional patent application 
serial no. 60/262.434, attorney docket no. 25791.51, filed on 1/17/2001; (24) U.S. 
provisional patent application serial no. 60/259.486. attorney docket no. 25791 .52, 
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filed on 1/3/2001; (25) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/303.740, 
attorney docket no. 25791.61, filed on 7/6/2001, (26) U.S. provisional patent 
application serial no. 60/313.453, attorney docket no. 25791 .59, filed on 8/20/2001 ; 
(27) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 60/31?, 985, attorney docket no. 
25791.67. filed on 9/6/2001; (28) U.S. provisional patent application serial no. 
60/318.386. attorney docket no. 25791.67.02, filed on 9/10/2001; and (29) U.S. 
utility patent application serial no. 09/969,922, attorney docket no. 25791.69, filed 
on 10/3/2001, the disclosures of which are incorporated herein by reference. In 
this manner, the perforated tubular member 905 modifies the flow characteristics 
of the perforated tubular member 145 thereby permitting the operator of the 
apparatus 130 to modify the overall flow characteristics of the apparatus. 
[0142] In an alternative embodiment, as illustrated in Fig. 14, a one-way valve 
1405 such as, for example, a check valve fluidicly couples the interior of a pair of 
adjacent perforated tubular members, 145a and 145b, that extract hydrocarbons 
from corresponding subterranean zones A and B. In this manner, if zone B 
becomes depleted, hydrocarbons that are being extracted from zone A will not flow 
into the depleted zone 

[0143] In an altemative embodiment as illustrated in Fig. 15, the apparatus 
1 30 is used to extract geothermal energy from a targeted subterranean geothermal 
zone 1505. In this manner, the operational efficiency of the extraction of 
geothermal energy is significantly enhanced due to the increased internal diameters 
of the various radially expanded elements of the apparatus 130 that pennit greater 
volumetric flows. 

[0144] In an altemative embodiment, the perforated tubular members, 145. 
21 0, 2 12. 2 1 6, 21 8, and 1 305 of the apparatus 1 30 may be cleaned by further radial 
expansion of the perforated tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
amount of further radial expansion required to clean the radial passages of the 
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perforated tubular members 145, 210, 212, 216, 218, and 1305 of the apparatus 
130 ranged from about 1% to 2%. 

[0145] An apparatus has been described that includes a zonal isolation 
assembly including one or more solid tubular members, eaih solid tubular member 
including one or more external seals, and one or more perforated tubular members 
coupled to the solid tubular members, and a shoe coupled to the zonal Isolation 
assembV In an exemplary embodiment, the zonal isolation assembly further 
includes one or more intem,ediate solid tubular members coupled to and 
Werleavedamongthe perforated tubular members, each intem,ediate solid tubular 

member including one or more extemal seals. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
zonal isolationassemblyfurtherincludesoneor more valve membersforcontrollmg 

«,e flow of fluidlc materials between the tubular members. In an exemplaiy 
embodiment, one or mote of the Intermediate solid tubular members include one or 
more valve members. 

10146] An apparatus has also been described that includes a zonal Isolation 
assembly that includes one or more primary soBd tubulars. each primary solid 
tabular including one or more extemal annuiarseais.nperforated tubulars coupled 

,0 the primary solid tubulars, and n-1 intemrediate solid tubulars coupled to and 
interleavedamongthe perforated tubulars. each intermediatesolidtubularinclud»,g 

one or more extemal annular seals, and a shoe coupled to the zonal teolafon 

assembly. . 
[0147] A method of isolating a first subterranean zone from a second 
subterranean zone In a wellbore has also been described that Includes positioning 
one or more primary solid tubulars within the wellbore, the primary solid tubulars 
traversing the first subterranean zone, positioning one or more perforated tubulars 
within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the second subterranean 
zone, fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the primary solid tubulars. and 
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preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the second 
subterranean zone within the welibore external to the solid and perforated tubuiars. 
10148] A method of extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone 
in a welibore. at least a portion of the welibore including a casing, has also been 
described that includes positioning one or more primary solid tubuiars within the 
welibore. fluldicly coupling theprimary solid tubuiars with the casing, positioning one 

or more perforated tubuiars within the welibore. the perforated tubuiars traversing 
the producing subterranean zone, fluidicly coupling the perforated tubuiars with the 
primary solid tubuiars, fluidicly isolating the producing subtenranean zone from at 
least one other subterranean zone within the welibore, and fluidicly coupling at least 
one of the perforated tubuiars with the producing subterranean zone. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the rhethodfurtherincludescontrollablyfluididy decoupling 

at least one of the perforated tubuiars from at least one other of the perforated 

tubuiars. 

[01491 An apparatus has also been described that includes a subterranean 
formation including a welibore, a zonal isolation assembly at least partially 
positioned within the welibore that includes one or more solid tubular members, 
each solid tubular member including one or more external seals, and one or more 
perforated tubular members coupled to the solid tubular members, and a shoe 
positioned within the welibore coupled to the zonal isolation assembly, wherein at 
least one of the solid tubular members and the perforated tubular members are 
formed by a radial expansion process performed within the welibore. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the zonal isolation assembly further includes one or more 
intermediate solid tubular members coupled to and interleaved among the 
perforated tubular members, each intermediate solid tubular member including one 
or more external seals, wherein at least one of the solid tubular members, the 
perforated tubular members, and the intemiediate solid tubular members are 
fonned by a radial expansion process perfomned within the welibore. In an 
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exemplary embodiment, the zonal isolation assembly further comprises one or more 
valve members for controlling the flow of fluids between the solid tubular members 
and the perforated tubular members. In an exemplary embodiment one or more 
of the intermediate solid tubular members include one or more valve members for 
controlling the flow of fluids between the solid tubular members and the perforated 
tubular members. 

[0150] An apparatus has also been described that includes a subtenranean 
formation including a v^^ellbore. a zonal isolation assembly positioned within the 
wellbore that includes or>e or more primary solid tubulars, each primary solid tubular 
including one or more external annular seals, n perforated tubulars positioned 
coupled to the primary solid tubulars, and n-1 intermediate solid tubulars coupled 
to and interieaved among the perforated tubulars, each intemiediate solid tubular 
including one or more external annular seals, and a shoe coupled to the zonal 
isolation assembly, wherein at least one of the primary solid tubulars, the perforated 
tubulars, and the intermediate solid tubulars are formed by a radial expansion 
process performed within the wellbore. 

[0151] A method of isolating a first subterranean zone from a second 
subterranean zone in a wellbore has also been described that includes positioning 
one or more primary solid tubulars within the wellbore, the primary solid tubulars 
traversing the first subterranean zone, positioning one or more perforated tubulare 
Within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the second subterranean 
zone, radially expanding at least one of the primary solid tubulars and perforated 
tubulars within the wellbore, fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the 
primary solid tubulars, and preventing the passage of fluids from the first 
subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to 
the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars. 

[01 52] A method of extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone 
in a wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, has also been 



described that includes positioning one or more primary solid tubulars within the 
wellbore, positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore, the 
perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zone, radially expanding 
at least one of the primary solid tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the 
wellbore, fluidicly coupling the primary solid tubulars with the casing, fiuidicly 
coupling the perforated tubulars with the primary solid tubulars, fluidicly isolating the 
producing subterranean zone from at least one other subterranean zone within the 
wellbore. and fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the 
producing subterranean zone. In an exemplary embodiment, the method further 
includes controllably fluidicly decoupling at least one of the perforated tubulars from 
at least one other of the perforated tubulars. 

[0153] An apparatus has also been described that includes a subterranean 
formation including a wellbore, a zonal isolation assembly positioned within the 
wellbore that includes n solid tubular members positioned within the wellbore, each 
solid tubular member including one or more external seals, and n-1 perforated 
tubular members positioned within the wellbore coupled to and interieaved among 
the solid tubular members, and a shoe positioned within the wellbore coupled to the 
zonal Isolation assembly. In an exemplary embodiment, the zonal isolation 
assembly further comprises one or more valve members for controlling the flow of 
fluids between the solid tubular members and the perforated tubular members. In 
an exemplary embodiment, one or more of the solid tubular members include one 
or more valve members for controlling the flow of fluids between the solid tubular 
members and the perforated tubular members. 

[0154] A system for isolating a first subterranean zone from a second 
subterranean zone in a wellbore has also been described that includes means for 
positioning one or more primary solid tubulars within the wellbore, the primary solid 
tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, means for positioning one or more 
perforated tubulars within the wellbore. the perforated tubulars traversing the 
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second subterranean zone, means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and 
the primary solid tubulars, and means for preventing the passage of fluids from the 
first subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone within the wellbore 
external to the prrnnary solid tubulars and the perforated tubulars. 
[0155] A system forextracting materials from a producing subterranean zone 
in a wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, has also been 
described that Includes means for positioning one or more primary solid tubulars 
within the wellbore. means for fluidicly coupling the primary solid tubulars with the 
casing, rrteans for positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore. 
the perforated tubulars traversing the producing subten^anean zone, means for 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the primary solid tubulars. means for 
fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other 
subterranean zone within the wellbore, and means forfluidicly coupling at least one 
of the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean zone. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the system further includes means for controllably fluidicly decoupling 
at least one of the perforated tubulars from at least one other of the perforated 
tubulars. 

[0156] A system for isolating a first subterranean zone from a second 
subterranean zone in a wellbore has also been described that includes means for 
positioning one or more primary solid tubulars within the wellbore, the primary solid 
tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, means for positioning one or more 
perforated tubulars within the wellbore. the perforated tubulars traversing the 
second subterranean zone, means for radially expanding at least one of the primary 
solid tubulars and perforated tubulars within the wellbore, means for fluidicly 
coupling the perforated tubulars and the primary solid tubulars. and means for 
preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the second 
subterranean zone within the wellbore extemal to the primary solid tubulars and 
perforated tubulars. 
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[0157] A system for extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone 
in a welibore, at least a portion of the uvellbore including a casing, has also been 
described that includes means for positioning one or more primary solid tubulars 
within the welibore, means for positioning one ormore perforated tubulars within the 
welibore, the perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zone, 
means for radially expanding at least one of the primary solid tubulars and the 
perforated tubulars within the welibore, means for fluidicly coupling the primary solid 
tubulars with the casing, means forfluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the 
solid tubulars, means forfluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from 
at least one other subterranean zone within the welibore. and means for fluidicly 
coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean 
zone. In an exemplary embodiment, the system further includes means for 
controllably fluidicly decoupling at least one of . the perforated tubulars from at least 
one other of the perforated tubulars. 

[0158] A system for isolating subterranean zones traversed by a welibore has 
also been described that includes a tubular support member defining a first 
passage, a tubular expansion cone defining a second passage fluidicly coupled to 
the first passage coupled to an end of the tubular support member and comprising 
a tapered end, a tubular liner coupled to and supported by the tapered end of the 
tubular expansion cone, and a shoe 'defining a valveable passage coupled to an 
end of the tubular liner, wherein the tubular liner includes one or more expandable 
tubular members that each include a tubular body comprising an intermediate 
portion and first and second expanded end portions coupled to opposing ends of 
the intermediate portion, and a sealing member coupled to the exterior surface of 
the intermediate portion, and 

one or more slotted tubular members coupled to the expandable tubular members, 
wherein the inside diameters of the other tubular members are greater than or equal 
to the outside diameter of the tubular expansion cone. In an exemplary 



embodiment, the wall thicknesses of the first and second expanded end portions 
are greater than the wall thickness of the intermediate portion. In an exemplary 
embodiment, each expandable tubular member further includes a first tubular 
transitionary member coupled between the first expanded end portion and the 
intermediate portion, and a second tubular transitionary member coupled between 
the second expanded end portion and the intermediate portion, wherein the angles 
of inclination of the first and second tubular transitionary members relative to the 
intermediate portion ranges from about 0 to 30 degrees. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the outside diameter of the intermediate portion ranges from about 75 
percent to about 98 percent of the outside diameters of the first and second 
expanded end portions. In an exemplary embodiment, the burst strength of the first 
and second expanded end portions is substantially equal to the burst strength of the 
intermediate tubular section. In an exemplary embodiment, the ratio of the inside 
diameters of the first and second expanded end portions to the interior diameter of 
the intemiediate portion ranges from about 100 to 120 percent In an exemplary 
embodiment, the relationship between the wall thicknesses t^, ts. and t^^^ of the first 
expanded end portion, the second expanded end portion, and the intermediate 
portion, respectively, of the expandable tubular members, the inside diameters D„ 
D2 and D,My of the first expanded end portion, the second expanded end portion, 
and the intemiediate portion, respectively, of the expandable tubular members, and 
the inside diameter of the wellbore casing that the expandable tubular 

member will be inserted into, and the outside diameter D^one of the expansion cone 
that will be used to radially expand the expandable tubular member within the 
wellbore is given by the following expression: 

Dwellbore-2*t, >D, >j-[{t, -tj^^D^ ^tj^*D^] 

wherein t^ = tg; and wherein = Dj. In an exemplary embodiment the tapered end 
of the tubular expansion cone includes a plurality of adjacent discrete tapered 



sections. In an exemplary embodiment, the angle of attack of the adjacent discrete 
tapered sections increases in a continuous manner from one end of the tubular 
expansion cone to the opposite end of the tubular expansion cone. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the tapered end of the tubular expansion cone includes an paraboloid 
body. In an exemplary embodiment the angle of attack of the outer surface of the 
paraboloid body increases in a continuous manner from one end of the paraboloid 
body to the opposite end of the paraboloid body. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
tubular liner comprises a plurality of expandable tubular members; and wherein the 
other tubular members are interleaved among the expandable tubular members. 
[01 59] A method of isolating subten^nean zones traversed by a wellbore has 
also been described that Includes positioning a tubular liner within the wellbore, and 
radially expanding one or more discrete portions of the tubular liner into 
engagement with the wellbore. In an exemplary embodiment, a plurality of discrete 
portions of the tubular liner are radially expanded Into engagement with the 
wellbore. In an exemplary embodiment, the remaining portions of the tubular liner 
are not radially expanded. In an exemplary embodiment, one of the discrete 
portions of the tubular liner is radially expanded by injecting a fluldic material into 
the tubular liner; and wherein the remaining ones of the discrete portions of the 
tubular liner are radially expanded by pulling an expansion cone through the 
remaining ones of the discrete portions of the tubular liner. In an exemplary 

embodiment, the tubularlinercomprisesapluralityoftubularmembers;and wherein 
one or more of the tubular members are radially expanded into engagement with the 
wellbore and one or more of the tubular members are not radially expanded into 
engagement with the wellbore. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular members 
that are radially expanded into engagement with the wellbore comprise a portion 
that Is radially expanded into engagement with the wellbore and a portion that is not 
radially expanded into engagement with the wellbore. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the tubular liner includes one or more expandable tubular members 



that each include a tubular body comprising an Intermediate portion and first and 
second expanded end portions coupled to opposing ends of the intermediate 
portion, and a sealing member coupled to the exterior surface of the Intermediate 
portion, and one or more slotted tubular members coupled to the expandable 
tubular members, wherein the inside diameters of the slotted tubular members are 
greater than or equal to the maximum inside diameters of the expandable tubular 
members. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular liner includes a plurality of 
expandable tubular members; and wherein the slotted tubular members are 
interleaved among the expandable tubular members. 

[01 60] A system for isolating subterranean zones traversed by a wellbore has 
also been described that includes means. for positioning a tubular liner within the 
wellbore, and means for radially expanding one or more discrete portions of the 
tubular liner into engagement with the wellbore. In an exemplary embodiment, a 
plurality of discrete portions of the tubular liner are radially expanded into 
engagement with the wellbore. In an exemplary embodiment, the remaining 
portions of the tubular liner are not radially expanded. In an exemplary 
embodiment, one discrete portion of the tubular liner is radially expanded by 
Injecting a fluidic material into the tubular liner; and wherein the other discrete 
portions of the tubular liner are radially expanded by pulling an expansion cone 
through the other discrete portions of the tubular liner. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the tubular liner includes a plurality of tubular members; and wherein 
one or more of the tubular members are radially expanded into engagement with the 
wellbore and one or more of the tubular members are not radially expanded into 
engagement with the wellbore. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular members 
that are radially expanded into engagement with the wellbore include a portion that 
is radially expanded into engagement with the wellbore and a portion that Is not 
radially expanded into engagement with the wellbore. 
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[0161] An apparatus for isolating subterranean zones has also been 
described that includes a subterranean formation defining a borehole, and a tubular 
liner positioned in and coupled to the borehole at one or more discrete locations. 
In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular liner is coupled to the borehole at a 
plurality of discrete locations. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular liner is 
coupled to the borehole by a process that includes positioning the tubular liner 
within the borehole, and radially expanding one or more discrete portions of the 
tubular liner into engagement with the borehole. In an exemplary embodiment, a 
plurality of discrete portions of the tubular liner are radially expanded into 
engagement with the borehole. In an exemplary embodiment the remaining 
portions of the tubular liner are not radially expanded. In an exemplary 
embodiment, one of the discrete portions of the tubular liner is radially expanded by 
injecting a fluidic material into the tubular liner; and wherein the other discrete 
portions of the tubular liner are radially expanded by pulling an expansion cone 
through the other discrete portions of the tubular liner. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the tubular liner comprises a plurality of tubular members; and wherein 
one or more of the tubular members are radially expanded into engagement with the 
borehole and one or more of the tubular members are not radially expanded into 
engagement with the borehole. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular members 
that are radially expanded into engagement with the borehole include a portion that 
is radially expanded into engagement with the borehole and a portion that is not 
radially expanded Into engagement with the borehole. In an exemplary 
embodiment, prior to the radial expansion the tubular liner includes one or more 
expandable tubular members that each include a tubular body comprising an 
intennediate portion and first and second expanded end portions coupled to 
opposing ends of the intemnediate portion, and a sealing member coupled to the 
exterior surface of the intermediate portion, and one or more slotted tubular 
members coupled to the expandable tubular members, wherein the inside 



diameters of the slotted tubular members are greater than or equal to the maximum 
inside diameters of the expandable tubular members. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the tubular liner includes a plurality of expandable tubular members; 
and wherein the slotted tubular members are interleaved among the expandable 
tubular members. 

[0162] An apparatus has been described that includes a zonal isolation 
assembly including: one or more solid tubular members, each solid tubular member 
including one or more external seals, one or more perforated tubular members 
coupled to the solid tubular members, one or more flow control valves operably 
coupled to the perforated tubular members for controlling the flow of fluidic materials 
through the perforated tubular members, one or more temperature sensors operably 
coupled to one or more of the perforated tubular members for monitoring the 
operating temperature within the perforated tubular members, one or more pressure 
sensors operably coupled to one or more of the perforated tubular members for 
monitoring the operating pressure within the perforated tubular members, and one 
or more flow sensors operably coupled to one or more of the perforated tubular 
members for monitoring the operating flow rate within the perforated tubular 
members, a shoe coupled to the zonal isolation assembly, and a controller operably 
coupled to the flow control valves, the temperature sensors, the pressure sensors, 
and the flow sensors for monitoring the temperature, pressure and flow sensors and 
controlling the operation of the flow control valves. At least one of the solid tubular 
members and the perforated tubular members are formed by a radial expansion 
process performed within the wellbore. 

[0163] A method of isolating a first subterranean zone from a second 
subterranean zone in a wellbore has also been described that includes positioning 
one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the solid tubulars traversing the first 
subterranean zone, positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore, 
the perforated tubulars traversing the second subtenranean zone , radially expanding 
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at least one of the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars within the wellbore, 
fluididy coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars, preventing the 
passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone 
within the wetlbore external to the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars, monitoring 
the operating temperatures, pressures, and flow rates within one or more of the 
perforated tubulars, and controlling the flow of fluidic materials through the 
perforated tubulars as a function of the monitored operating temperatures, 
pressures, and flow rates. 

[01 64] A method of extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone 
in a weilbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, has also been 
described that includes positioning one or more solid tubulars within the weilbore, 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the weilbore. the perforated 
tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zone, radially expanding at least one 
of the solid tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the wellbore, fluididy 
coupling the solid tubulars with the casing, fluididy coupling the perforated tubulars 
with the solid tubulars, fluididy isolating the producing subterranean zone from at 
least one other subterranean zone within the wellbore, fluididy coupling at least one 
of the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean zone, monitoring the 
operating temperatures, pressures, and flow rates within one or more of the 
perforated tubulars, and controlling the flow of fluidic materials through the 
perforated tubulars as a function of the monitored operating temperatures, 
pressures, and flow rates. 

[0165] A system for isolating a first subten'anean zone from a second 
subterranean zone in a wellbore has also been described that includes means for 
positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the solid tubulars 
traversing the first subterranean zone, means for positioning one or more perforated 
tubulars within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the second 
subten^anean zone, means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars 



and perforated tubulars within the wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling the 
perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars. means for preventing the passage of 
fluids from the first subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone within the 
welibore external to the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars, means for monitoring 
the operating temperatures, pressures, and flow rates within one or more of the 
perforated tubulars, and means for controlling the flow of fluidic materials through 
the perforated tubulars as a function of the monitored operating temperatures, 
pressures, and flow rates. 

[0166] A system for extracting materials from a producing subten-anean zone 
in a welibore, at least a portion of the vyellbore including a casing, has also been 
described that includes means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the 
welibore, means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the welibore, 
the perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zone, means for 
radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated tubulars 
within the welibore, means for fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing, 
means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars, means 
for fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other 
subterranean zone within the welibore, means for fluidicly coupling at least one of 
the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean zone, means for monitoring 
the- operating temperatures, pressures, and flow rates within one or more of the 
perforated tubulars, and means for controlling the flow of fluidic materials through 
the perforated tubulars as a function of the monitored operating temperatures, 
pressures, and flow rates. 

[01 67] An apparatus has also been described that includes a zonal isolation 
assembly including: one or more solid tubular members, each solid tubular member 
including one or more external seals, one or more perforated tubular members each 
including radial passages coupled to the solid tubular members, and one or more 
solid tubular liners coupled to the interior surfaces of one or more of the perforated 



tubular members for sealing at least some of the radial passages of the perforated 
tubular members, and a shoe coupled to the zonal isolation assembly. At least one 
of the solid tubular members and the perforated tubular members are formed by a 
radial expansion process perfomned within the wellbore, and the solid tubular liners 
are formed by a radial e)q:>ansion process perfomied within the wellbore. 
[0168] A method of isolating a first subten^anean zone from a second 
subtenranean zone in a wellbore has also been described that includes positioning 
one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the solid tubulars traversing the first 
subterranean zone, positioning one or more perforated tubulars each Including one 
or more radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the 
second subterranean zone, radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and 
perforated tubulars within the wellbore. fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and 
the primary solid tubulars, preventing the passage of fluids from the first 
subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to 
the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars, positioning one or more solid 
tubular liners within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars, and 
radially expanding and plastically defomiing the solid tubular liners within the interior 
of one or more of the perforated tubulars to fluidicly seal at least some of the radial 
passages of the perforated tubulars. 

[01 69] A method of extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone 
in a wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, has also been 
described that includes positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or more radial 
passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the producing 
subterranean zone, radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the 
perforated tubulars within the wellbore. fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the 
casing, fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars, fluidicly 
isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other subtenranean 



zone Within tt,e we:ibo,e. fluldicly coupling a. least one of tha perforated tubulars 
w«h the producing subtenanean zone. posKionhg one or more solid tubular liners 
within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars. and radially expanding 
and plastically defomring the solid tubular liners wfthln the interior of one or rnore 
o,«,aperforatedtubularstofluidiclysealatleastsome of the radial passages of the 

perforated tubulars. 

[0170] A system for Isolating a first subterranean zone from a second 
subterranean zone in a wellbore has also been described that includes means for 
positioning one or more solid tubulars ^thin the wellbore. the solid tubulars 
,raversingthefrstsubterraneanzone.mea„sforpositioningoneormoreperforated 

tubulars each including one or more radial passages within the wellbore the 
perforated tubulars traversing the second subterranean zone, means for ,ad,a«y 
expanding at least one of the soPd and perforated tubular, within me 

wellbore. means forfluididy coupling theperforated tubular, and the solid tubula^. 
means for preventing the passage of fluklsfmm the first subterranean zoneto the 
second subterranean zone withinthe»em».e external to the primary solKltubuters 
andperforatedtubulars.meansforpositionlngoneormoresolidtubularliners^h.n 

the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars, and means for radrally 
expanding and plastically defending thesolidtubular liners within thelnteriorof one 

or more of the perforated tubulars to fluttdy seal at least some of the radial 
passages of the perforated tubulars. 

[01711 Accoitling to another aspect of the present invention, a system for 
extracting materials ftom a praduclng subterranean zone in a wellbore. at least a 
portion of the wellbore including a casing, has also been descried that mdudes 
means for posHioning one or mom solid tutailars within the wellbore. means for 
posltion»,g one or more perforated tubulars each including one or more radial 
passages within the weHbore. the perforated tubulars traversing the producing 
subterranean zone, means for radially exparxling at least one of the so«d tubular. 



and the perforated tubulars within the wellbore. means for fluidicly coupling the solid 
tubulars with the casing, means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the 
solid tubulars. means for fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from 
at least one other subterranean zone within the wellbore. means for fluidicly 
coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the producing subtenranean 
zone, means for positioning one or more solid tubular liners within the interior of one 
or more of the perforated tubulars, and 

means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the solid tubular liners within 
the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars to fluidicly seal at least some 
of the radial passages of the perforated tubulars. 

P172] An apparatus has also been described that includes a zonal isolation 
assembly including: one or more solid tubular members, each solid tubular member 
including one or more external seals, one or more perforated tubular members each 
including radial passages coupled to the solid tubular members, and a sealing 
material coupled to at least some of the perforated tubular members for sealing at 
least some of the radial passages of the perforated tubular members, and a shoe 
coupled to the zonal isolation assembly. 

[0173] A method of isolating a first subtenranean zone from a second 
subterranean zone in a wellbore has also been described that includes positioning 
one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the solid tubulars traversing the first 
subterranean zone, positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one 
or more radial passages within the wellbore. the perforated tubulars traversing the 
second subterranean zone, radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and 
perforated tubulars within the wellbore. fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and 
the primary solid tubulars, preventing the passage of fluids from the first 
subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to 
the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars. sealing off an annular region 
within at least one of the perforated tubulars. and injecting a hardenable fluidic 



sealing material into thS scaled annular regions of the perforated tubulars to seal 
off at least some of the radial passages of the perforated tubulars. 
10174] A method of extracting materialsfrom a producing subterranean zone 
in a wellbore. at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, has also been 
described that includes positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore. 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or more radial 
passages within the wellbore. the perforated tubulars traversing the producing 
subterranean zone, radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the 
perforated tubulars within the wellbore. fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the 
casing, fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars. fluidicly 
isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other subterranean 
zone within the wellbore. fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars 
with the producing subterranean zone, sealing off an annular region with.n at least 
one of the perforated tubulars. and injecting a hardenable fiuidic sealing matenal 
into the sealed annular regions of the perforated tubulars to seal off at least some 
of the radial passages of the perforated tubulars. 

[0175] A system for Isolating a first subterranean zone from a second 
subterranean zone in a wellbore has also been described that includes means for 
positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore. the solid tubulars 
traversing thef.rstsubterraneanzone.meansforpositionlng one ormore perforated 

tubulars each including one or more radial passages within the wellbore, the 
perforated tubulars traversing the second subterranean zone, means for radially 
expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars within the 
wellbore. means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars. 
means for preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the 
second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to theprimary solid tubulars 

and perforated tubulars, means for sealing off an annular region within at least one 
of the perforated tubulars. and means for injecting a hardenable fiuidic sealing 
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material into the sealed annular regions of the perforated tubulars to seal off at least 
some of the radial passages of the perforated tubulars. 

[0176] A system for extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone 
in a wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, has also been 
described that includes means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the 
wellbore, means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one 
or more radial passages vynthin the wellbore. the perforated tubulars traversing the 
producing subteranean zone, means for radially expanding at least one of the solid 
tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the wellbore. means for fluididy coupling 
the solid tubulars with the casing, means for fluididy coupling the perforated 
tubulars with the solid tubulars. means for fluididy isolating the produdng 
subterranean zone from at least one other subterranean zone within the wellbore. 

means for fluididy coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the 
produdng subterranean zone, means for sealing off an annular region within at least 
one of the perforated tubulars, and means for injecting a hardenable fluidic sealing 
material into the sealed annular regions of the perforated tubulars to seal off at least 
some of the radial passages of the perforated tubulars. 

[0177] An apparatus has also been described that indudes a zonal isolation 
assembly positioned within a wellbore that traverses a subterranean formation 
including: one or more solid tubular members, each solid tubular member induding 
one or more external seals, one or more perforated tubular members coupled to the 
solid tubular members, and a shoe coupled to the zonal isolation assembly. At least 
one of the solid tubular members and the perforated tubular members are fornied 
by a radial expansion process performed within the wellbore. and at least one of the 
perforated tubular members are radially expanded into intimate contact with the 
subterranean formation. In an exemplary embodiment, the perforated tubular 
members that are radially expanded into intimate contad with the subterranean 
fomiation compress the subterranean fomnation. 



„„81 A method of isolating a firs, subterranean zone from a second 
l.eLanzone^a««ilborehas^sobeendeseHbeci..3.indudespos.or.n8 

rneorn»resc-idtubu^.3V«,in««-llbore.theso.idU.bu,a,strave,.ng«,ef,rs. 

,rraneanzone,positio„ingoneor,r.orepe,fora.ed.ubufars^.hinthewe,bo. 

ach including one or .ore radial passages, ^ perforated tubu^rs traversing 
Id subterranean zone, radia., expanding at teast on. of the pr«,a^ so^ 
Lu^.sandpe,fora,edtubula,sw^lnthewe«bore,rad«llyexpand.n9at.eas.on. 

:rMcldtubu,ars.to«contac.-,.hese<»ndsub.rranean^^^^^ 

flu diev coupung the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars. and preven«hg the 
;a^iofLs.r^.hef.stsubterraneanzonetothesecondsubterranean»^ 

lln *e wellbore extendi to the solid tubulars and peKorated tubulars^ n an 
I^lp^rv en,bodin«nt, the perfected tubulars are radially expanded rnto 
r^e contact ^ the second subterranean zor« --ress the .^^^^^ 
subterranean zone. In an exen^lary embodiment, the method <"'^^'^^ 
Vibrating the second subterranean zone to .crease the rate of rec^«. of 
nydrocarbonsfrom the second subten^i^an zone. ,n an exempla-v ^^''^^^ 
the method further includes vibrating the second subterranean zone to clean the 
ItaLges of the perforated tubularsthatarerad-^l^expanded into — 

::.a: w»h .he second subterranean zone. In an exemp^ry ^^^^ 
method further includes applying an impulsive load to the perforated tubulars tt,^ 
r^llalV expanded into inUmate contact w«h the se»nd subterranean zone «, 
:n:Llr:teofrecoveryofhydrocarbons,romthesecondsub»r«n^»^ 

,01791 A method of extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone 
n a wellbore. at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing h^ also been 
escribed that includesposMonlngoneormoresond tubulars w«h,n the we,^^^^^ 

p<»«^,ngohecrmorepe,.o.ated.ubula,s^inthewel,boreeac«^^ 
or more radial passages, the perforated tubulars traversing the produces 
subterranean zone. rad»«y expanding a. teast one of the solUt tubulars and the 
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perforated tubulars within the wellbore. radially expanding at least one of the 
perforated tubulars into intimate contact with the producing subterranean zone, 
fluldidy coupling the solid tubulars with the casing, fluidicly coupling the perforated 
tubulars with the solid tubulars, fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone 
from at least one other subterranean zone within the wellbore. and fluidicly coupling 
at least one of the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean zone. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the perforated tubulars that are radially expanded into 
intimate contact with the producing subterranean zone compress the producing 
subterranean zone. In an exemplary embodiment, the method further includes 
vibrating the producing subterranean zone to increase the rate of recovery of 
hydrocarbons from the producing subterranean zone. In an exemplary 
embodiment, themethodfurtherincludes vibrating theproducingsubterraneanzone 

to clean the radial passages of the perforated tubulars that are radially expanded 
into intimate contact with the producing subterranean zone. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the method further includes applying an impulsive load to the 
perforated tubulars that are radially expanded into intimate contact with the 
producing subterranean zone to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons from 
the producing subterranean zone. 

[0180] A system for isolating a first subterranean zone from a second 
subterranean zone in a wellbore has also been described that includes means for 
positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the solid tubulars 
traversingthefirstsubterranean zone, meansforpositioningoneormore perforated 

tubulars within the wellbore each including one or more radial passages, the 
perforated tubulars traversing the second subterranean zone, means for radially 
expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars within the 
wellbore. means for radially expanding at least one of the perforated tubulars into 
intimate contact with the second subterranean zone, means for fluidicly coupling the 
perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars. and means for preventing the passage 



of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the second subterranean zone within 
the wellbore external to the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the means for radially expanding at least one of the perforated 
tubulars into intimate contact with the second subterranean zone comprises means 
for compressing the second subterranean zone. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
system further includes means for vibrating the second subterranean zone to 
Increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons from the second subterranean zone, 
m an exemplary embodiment, the system further includes means for vibrating the 
second subterranean zone to clean the radial passages of the perforated tubulars 
that are radially expanded Into intimate contact with the second subterranean zone. 
In an exemplary embodiment, the system further includes means for applying an 
impulsive load to the perforated tubulars that are radially expanded into intimate 
contact with the second subterranean zone to Increase the rate of recovery of 
hydrocarbons from the second subteoanean zone. 

[01 81] A system for extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone 
in a wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, has also been 
described that includes means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the 
wellbore. means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore 
each including one or more radial openings, the perforated tubulars traversing the 
producing subterranean zone, means for radially expanding at least one of the soUd 
tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the wellbore. means for radially 
expanding at least one of the perforated tubulars into intimate contact with the 
producingsubterranean2one.meansforfluidlcly coupling thesolid tubulars wrth the 

casing, means for fluidlcly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars. 
meansforfluidicly isolating the produclngsubterraneanzonefromatleastone other 

subterranean zone within the wellbore. and means for fluidlcly coupling at least one 
of the perforated tubulars with the producing subterranean zone. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the means for radially expanding at least one of the perforated 
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tubulars into intimate contact with the producing subterranean zone comprises 
means for compressing the producing subterranean zone. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the system further includes means for vibrating the producing 
subterranean zone to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons from the 
producing subterranean zone. In an exemplary embodiment, the system further 
includes means for vibrating the producing subterranean zone to clean the radial 
passages of the perforated tubulars that are radially expanded into intimate contact 
with the producing subterranean zone. In an exemplary embodiment, the system 
further Includes means for applying an impulsive load to the perforated tubulars that 
are radially expanded into intimate contact with the producing subterranean zone 
to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons from the producing subten^nean 
zone. 

[0182] An apparatus has also been described that includes a zonal Isolation 
assembly positioned within a wellbore that traverses a subten-anean formation and 
includes a perforated wellbore casing, including: one or more solid tubular 
members, each solid tubular member Including one or more external seals, one or 
more perforated tubular members coupled to the solid tubular members, and a shoe 
coupled to the zonal isolation assembly. At least one of the solid tubular members 
and the perforated tubular members are formed by a radial expansion process 
perfonned within the wellbore, and at least one of the perforated tubular members 
are radially expanded into intimate contact with the perforated wellbore casing. In 
an exemplary embodiment, the perforated tubular members that are radially 
expanded into intimate contact with the perforated casing compress the 
subterranean formation. 

[0183] A method of isolating a first subterranean zone from a second 
subterranean zone In a wellbore that Includes a perforated casing that travei^es the 
second subterranean zone, has also been described that includes positioning one 
or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the solid tubulars traversing the first 
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subterranean zone.pos«ioningoneo,,nore perforated tubula,sv«.hinmewellbore 
each including one or more radial passages, me perforated tubulars trave,s,ng .^^e 
second subterranean zone, radial^ expanding at teast gne of the pnma-y soUd 
tubuN-rsand perforated tubu^.w*in.hewe,lbora,radia,h,expandingatleastone 

0, the perforated tubulars into inUmate contact w» the perforated casing. flu,d,cly 
coupllngtheperioratedhibulars and tt«so,idtubula,s. and preventing the pas^ 

J«.e first subferranean zone to «,e second subterranean zone 
thewellbore external to the soMtubularsand perforated tubuiars. in anexempa^ 
en,bodh,ent,.heperfo,3tedtubu,arsthatarerad««yexpandedin.oint,matecontad 

„ith the perforated casing compress the second subterranean zone, in an 
Ln^piary embodiment the method farmer Includes vib^t^g the second 
ubte Jean zone to increase «,e rate of recover of M-d»- --j^ 
second subterranean zone. In an exemp^ry embodiment, the me«»d further 
includesvibratlngthesecondsubterraneanzonetoceantheradialpassagesofme 

perforated tubulars that are rad^lly expanded into Wmate contact w* me 
Terforated casing. In an exemplary embodiment, the memod further ,ndud^ 
app^ganimpulslveioadtotheperforatedtubularsmatareradialNexpand^nto 

inlate contact wim me perforated casing to increase the rate of recovery of 
hydrocarbons from the second subterranean zone. 

[0,84] Amemodofextractingmaterialsfromaprodudngsubterraneanzone 
n a wel«x«, at least a portion of me wellbore inCuding a casing and a perfo^ed 
Ling mat .^verses »e producing subterranean zone, has also been descnbed 
rtinlludespos-.o„,ngoneorr™,resol«tubularsw*.««we,b^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
one or more perfomted tubulars v«min me each indudrng one or more 

passages, the perforated tubulars traveling me P"--'"^ 
zone, rad^l^ expanding a, least one of me soBd tubulars and the p«fo^ 
.ubu^rs within me wellbore, radial^ expanding at leas, one of me perio^ed 
tububrs into intimate contact w«h the perfected casing, fluidW, coupling me soIk) 



tubulars with the casing, fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid 
tubulars, fluidicly isolating the producing subten^nean zone from at least one other 
subterranean zone within the wellbore. and fluidicly coupling at least one of the 
perforated tubulars with the producing subten^nean zone. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the perforated tubulars that are radially expanded Into intimate contact 
with the perforated casing compress the producing subterranean zone. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the method further Includes vibrating the producing 
subterranean zone to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons from the 
producing subterranean zone. In an exemplary embodiment, the method further 
includes vibrating the producing subterranean zone to clean the radial passages of 
the perforated tubulars that are radially expanded into intimate contact with the 
perforated casing. In an exemplary embodiment, the method further Includes 
applying an impulsive load to the perforated tubulars that are radially expanded into 
intimate contact with the perforated tubulars to increase the rate of recovery of 
hydrocarbons firom the producing subten-anean zone. 

[01851 A system for isolating a first subten^nean zone from a second 
subterranean zone in a wellbore that includes a perforated casing that traverses the 
second subten-anean zone, has also been described that Includes means for 
positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore. the solid tubulars 
traversing the first subten^nean zone, means for positioning one or more perforated 
tubulars within the wellbore each including one or more radial passages, the 
perforated tubulars traversing the second subterranean zone, means for radially 
expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars within the 
wellbore, means for radially expanding at least one of the perforated tubulars Into 
intimate contact with the perforated casing, means for fluidicly coupling the 
perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars. and means for preventing the passage 
of fluids from the first subtenranean zone to the second subterranean zone within 
the wellbore external to the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars. In an exemplary 

1^ 



embodiment, the means for radially expanding at least one of the perforated 
tubulars into intimate contact with the perforated casing comprises means for 
compressing the second subterranean zone. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
system further includes means for vibrating the second subten^nean zone to 
increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons from the second subterranean zone. 
In an exemplary embodiment, the system further includes means for vibrating the 
second subten-anean zone to clean the radial passages of the perforated tubulars 
that are radially expanded into intimate contact with the perforated casing. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the system further includes means for applying an 
impulsive load to the perforated tubulars that are radially expanded into intimate 
contact with the perforated casing to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons 
from the second subterranean zone. 

[0186] A system for extracting materialsfroma producing subterranean zone 
in a wellbore. at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing and a perforated 
casing that traverses the producing subterranean zone, has also been described 
that includes means for positioning one or more solid tubulars vt/lthin the wellbore. 
means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore each 
including one or more radial openings, the perforated tubulars traversing the 
producing subten-anean zone, means for radially expanding at least one of the solid 
tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the wellbore. means for radially 
expanding at least one of the perforated tubulars into intimate contact with the 
perforated casing, means for fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing, 
means for fluididy coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars. means 
for fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other 
subterranean zone within the wellbore, and means for fluidicly coupling at least one 
of the perforated tubulars vinth the producing subten^nean zone. In an exemplary 
embodiment the means for radially expanding at least one of the perforated 
tubulars into intimate contact with the perforated casing comprises means for 



compressing the producing subterranean zone. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
further includes means for vibrating the producing subterranean zone to increase 
the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons from the producing. subterranean zone. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the system further includes means for vibrating the 
producing subtenranean zone to clean the radial passages of the perforated tubulars 
that are radially expanded into Intimate contact with the perforated casing. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the system further includes means for applying an 
impulsive load to the perforated tubulars that are radially expanded into intimate 
contact with the perforated casing to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons 
from the producing subterranean zone. 

[0187] An apparatus has also bee|n described that includes a zonal isolation 
assembly including: one or more solid tubular members, each solid tubular member 
including one or more external seals, one or more perforated tubular members each 
including radial passages coupled to the solid tubular members, and one or more 
perforated tubular liners each including one or more radial passages coupled to the 
interior surfaces of one or more of the perforated tubular members, and a shoe 
coupled to the zonal Isolation assembly. At least one of the solid tubular members 
and the perforated tubular members are formed by a radial expansion process 
perfonned within the wellbore, and the perforated tubular liners are formed by a 
radial expansion process performed within the wellbore. 

[0188] A method of isolating a first subten-anean zone from a second 
subten-anean zone in a wellbore has also been described that includes positioning 
one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the solid tubulars traversing the first 
subten^nean zone, positioning one or more perforated tubulars each Including one 
or more radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the 
second subterranean zone, radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and 
perforated tubulars within the wellbore, fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and 
the prinrary solid tubulars, preventing the passage of fluids firom the first 



subter^neanzonetcihe^econdsubterraneanzonewtthinmewellboreextemalto 

«,e primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars. postUoning one or nnore 
perforated tubu,arHne,.wW,in.heinte,iorofoneormoreo,meperfo«.edh*u,a. 

and radiallyexpanding and plastically defon.ing.hepertorated*,bu,arl.nersw*h,n 
the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars. 

masi Amethodofextractingmaterialsfromaproducingsubterranean zone 
in a «ellbcre. at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, has also been 
described that includes posiUoning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore 
posHionIng one or ^ perforated tubu^rs each including one - ™- 
passages w«hln the wellbore. the perforated tubulars traversing fl,e produc^g 
ubterranean zone, radially expanding a. leas, one of the so«d tubu^rs a,,d 
perforated tubulars v«.hln the wellbore. fluid^ coupling the sold tubulars wrth the 
L Ig. «u.i* coupling the perforated tubuLrs with the sol« tubula^. flu^c^ 
isolates the producing subterranean zone from at teast one other suMerranean 
LwLn .Le,lbore,«uidi.y coupling at teastoneoftheperforatedfuu^^ 
with the produdng subterranean zone, positioning one or more perforated tub^r 
,.ers wi^. the interior of one or more of the perforated -^^ ^ 

expand^g and plastically defom,ing the perforated tubular Irners w«.n the .ntenor 

ofoneormoreoftheperforatedtubulars. 

mm A system for isolating a first subterranean zone from a second 
ubterr^ean zone in a we,«,ore has also been described that '"'^'^^•^^^ 
positloN,^ one or more solid tubulars wHhin the wellbore, the s^^dj^b^^ 
Lrsingthef^.subterraneanzone.meansforpos«iontt,goneormoree,forated 

.huiars each inCuding one or more radial passages with^ «.e we^^^ «^e 
perforated tubulars traversing fl,e second subterranean zone, means for^d,a«y 

xpandlng at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated ^'^-^ ^^^ 
J!;,bore.meansf6rfluidiclycoup,ingtheperforated*,bularsandthesoMtubuU.« 

meanstorpreventing the passage of fluids from thefirst subterranean zonetethe 
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second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the primary solid tubulars 
and perforated tubulars, means for positioning one or more perforated tubular hners 
within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars, and means for radially 
expanding and plastically defomiing the perforated tubular liners within the .ntenor 
of one or more of the perforated tubulars. 

[01911 Asystemforextractingmaterialsfromaproducingsubterranean zone 
in a wellbore. at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, has also been 
described that Includes means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the 
wellbore. means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one 
or more rad«l passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing the 
producing subterranean zone, meansfor radially expanding at leastoneof the sol.d 
tubularsand the perforated tubulars withinthe wellbore, meanslorfluidicly coupling 

,he solid tubulars with the casing, means for fluidicly coupnng the perforated 
tubulars with the solid tubulars, means for fluidicly isolating the producmg 
subterranean zone from at least one other subterranean zone within the wellbore, 
means for fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the 
producing subterranean zone, means for positioning one or more perforated tubular 
liners within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars. and means for 
radially expanding and plastically defom,ing the perforated tubular liners with.n the 
interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars. 

[0192] An apparatus has also been described that includes a zonal isolabon 
assembly including: one or moresolidtubularmembers.each solid tubularmember 

including one or more external seals, two or more perforated tubular members each 
including radial passages coupled to the solid tubular members, and one or more 
oneway valves for controllably fluidicly coupling the perforated tubular members, 
and a shoe coupled to the zonal isolation assembly. At least one of the soW tubular 
members and the perforated tubular members are fOm«d by a radial expansron 
process performed within the wellbore. 



ronsj, A method of Isolating a first subterranean zone from a seoond 
subterranean zone havlngapluraiityofprodudngzonesinaweilborehasateobeen 

described that indudes posBoning one or more solid tubu|?rs v*hin the wellbore, 
^ solid tubulars traversing the fi-Bt subterranean zone, positioning t«o or more 
perforated tubulars each including one or more radial passages within thewellbo-e, 
LperfOratedtubularst^versingthasecondsubterraneanzone, radially expanding 

ri.oneoft,.esolidtubularsandpe.oratedtubularswi.hinthewellboreflu,d«V 

coupling the performed tubulars and the primary solid tubulars, preventing 
pJageoffloMsfromtheflrstsubterraneanzonetothesecondsubterranean^^^^ 

InL wel^ external to the pHmary sol« tubu^rs and Pe^-'-- 

and preventing flukis from passing from one of the producng zones that has not 

been depleted to one ofthe producing zones that has been depleted. 

roi941 A method of extracting materials from a wellbore having a plurahty of 
producing subterranean zones,atleastaportionofthewellboreineluding acasing. 

Lisobeendescribedtha, includes pos^oningoneormoresolK. tubulars w,*. 
«,e wenbore, posWoning two or more perforated tubulars each Indudrng one or 
Tore radia, passages w»hin the welibore, the perforated tubula. t.^.^ 
produdng subterranean zones, .dially expanding at least oneofthesol dfc.bu.a^ 

and ^rforated tubu^rs wimin the wellbore, fluidic^ coupling the solid tub lars 
It^lng, «u«idy coupling the perforated tubu.rs with the solid tubu.. 
flu-ididy isola*^ «ie produdng subtenanean zone from a. least one oth^ 
subtelean zone within the wellbcre. «uWidy coupling at 'ea^ - 
perforated ^ *e P«.dudng subterranean zone, P--*"^;^^^^^^^^^^^ 

passi,^ from one of the produdng zones that has not been deputed to one of the 
producing zones that has been depleted. 

ro«S, A system for isolating a first subterranean zone from a second 
ubterraneanzonehaving a p.uralKy of produdng zones ma wel»,ore hasalsobeen 
described that Wudes means for positioning one or more solid tubulars wrthm the 



wellbore, the solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, means for 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars each Including one or more radial 
passages within the wellbore. the perforated tubulars traversing the second 
subterranean zone, means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars 
and perforated tubulars within the wellbore. means for fluididy coupling the 
perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars, means for preventing the passage of 
fluids from the first subterranean zone to the second subten-anean zone within the 
wellbore external to the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars, means for 
positioning one or more perforated tubular liners within the interior of one or more 
of the perforated tubulars. and means for preventing fluids from passing from one 
of the producing zones that has not been depleted to one of the producing zones 
that has been depleted. 

[0196] A system for extracting materials from a plurality of producing 
subterranean zones in a wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore Including a 
casing, has also been described that includes means for positioning one or more 
solid tubulars within the wellbore, means for positioning one or more perforated 
tubulars each including one or more radial passages within the wellbore, the 
perforated tubulars traversing the producing subterranean zones, means for radially 
expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the 
wellbore, means for fluididy coupling the solid tubulars with the casing, means for 
fluididy coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars, means for fluididy 
isolating the produdng subterranean zone from at least one other subterranean 
zone within the wellbore, means for fluididy coupling at least one of the perforated 
tubulars with the produdng subtenanean zone, means for positioning one or more 
perforated tubular liners within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars, 
and means for preventing fluids from passing from one of the produdng zones that 
has not been depleted to one of the producing zones that has been depleted. 



10197] An appar*Us for extracting geothemial energy from a subterranean 
formation containing a source of geothermal energy has also been described that 
includes a zonal isolation assembly positioned «ithin the subterranean fomiaton 
including one or more solid tubular members, each soM tubular member including 
one ormoreextemal seals, one or more perforated tubular members each including 
radial passages coupled to the solid tubular members, and one or more perforated 
tubular liners each including one or more radial passages coupled to the .ntenor 
surfaces of one or nwre of the perforated tubular members, and a shoe coupled to 
the zonal isolation assembly. At least one of the solid tubular members and the 
perforated tubular members are fom»d by a radial expansion process perfomied 
within the wellbore. 

[0198] A method of isolating a first subterranean zone from a second 
subterranean zone hduding a soume ot geoth*m«l energy in a wellbore has also 
been descried that includes positioning one or more solid tubular. w*h.n the- 
wellbore, the solid n.bulars traversing the first subterranean zone, positionmg one 
or more perforated tubulars each including one or more radial passages wrthin «« 
wellbore,,heperforatedtubulars traversing the second subterranean zone rad,a.y 

expanding at ^ast one of the solid tubulars and perforated 
wellbore, fluidicly coupling the perforated tubu^rs and the primary soM tubulars^ 
preventing the passage of fluids from the firs, subtenanean zone to t e s«ond 
subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the primary sol,d tubula. and 
perforated tubulars. positioning one or more perforated tubular liners wrthm the 
interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars, and radially expanding and 
plastically def6m*ngtheperforatedtubuter«ne.e within the interior of one or more 

of the perforated tubulars. 

[01991 A method of extracUng geothemial energy from a subterranean 
Uthennal zone in a wellbore, at least a po,«on of the wellbore including a ca»ng^ 
L also been described that includes posi«oning one or more solid tubulars w«h,n 
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the wellbore. positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or 
more radial passages within the wellbore. the perforated tubulars traversing the 
subterranean geothennal zone, radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars 
and the perforated tubulars within the wellbore. fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars 
with the casing, fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars. 
fluidicly isolating the subterranean geothemial zone from at least one other 
subterranean zone within the wellbore. and fluidicly coupling at least one of the 
perforated tubulars with the subterranean geothermal zone. 
[0200] A system for isolating a first subterranean zone from a second 
geothermal subterranean zone in a wellbore has also been described that includes 
means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore. the solid 
tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone, means for positioning one or more 
perforated tubulars each including one or more radial passages within the wellbore, 
the perforated tubulars traversing the second geothemial subterranean zone, 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated 
tubulars within the wellbore. means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and 
the solid tubulars. and means for preventing the passage of fluids from the first 
subterranean zoneto the second geothennal subten^anean zone within the wellbore 
external to the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars. 
[0201] A system for extracting geothemial energy from a subterranean 
geothennal zone in a wellbore. at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, 
has also been described that includes means for positioning one or more solid 
tubulars within the wellbore. means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars 
each including one or more radial passages within the wellbore. the perforated 
tubulars traversing the subterranean geothem^al zone, meansfor radially expanding 
at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the wellbore. 
means for fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing, means for fluidicly 
coupling the perforated tubulars w«h the solid tubulars, means for fluidicly isolating 



thesubterraneangeothemialzonefrom at least oneothersubteranean zone within 
the wellbore, and means for fluidicly coupling at teast one of the perforated tubula-B 
with the subten^nean geothermal zone. 

t0202] An apparatus has also been described that Includes a zonal isolation 
assembly including: one or more solid tubular members, eachsondtubular member 

includingone or more extemalseals. one or more perforated tubularmembers each 
including one or more radial passages coupled to the solid tubular members, and 
a Shoe coupled to the zonal isolation assembly. At least one of the solid tubular 
members and the perforated tubular members are ft>m«d by a radial expansion 
process perforaied within the wellbore. and the radial passage of at least one ofthe 
perforated tubular members are cleaned by further radial expansion of the 
perforated tubular nnembers within the wellbore. 

[02031 A method of isolating a first subtenanean zone from a second 
subterranean zone In a wellbore has also been described that includes posiUonmg 
one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the solid tubulars traversing the first 
subterranean zone, positioning one or ™re perforated tubularswithlnthewellbore 

each including one or more radial passages, the perforated tubulars traversrog the 
second s^lerranean zone, radially expanding a. least one of the primary solid 
tubularsand perforated tubulars withinthe wellbore, fluldiclyccuplingtheperfor^d 

tubulars and the solid tubulars. preventing the passage of fluids from the first 
subterraneanzonetothesecond subterranean zonewithin the wellboreextemalto 

the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars. and cleaning materials from the radral 
passages of atleastoneof the perforatedtubulars by further radial expansion of the 

perforated tubulars within the wellbore. 

[0204] A method of extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone 
in a wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore Including a casing, has also been 
described that includes positioning one or more soM tubulars .«hin the wellboie, 
positiont,g one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore each including one 



or more radial passages, the perforated tubulars traversing the producing 
subterranean zone, radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the 
perforated tubulars within the wellbore. fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the 
casing fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars. fluidicly 
isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other subterranean 
zone wrthin the wellbore, fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars 
with the producing subterranean zone, monitoring the operating temperatures, 
pressures, and flow rates within one or more of the perforated tubulars, and 
cleaning materials from the radial passages of at least one of the perforated 
tubulars by further radial expansion of the perforated tubulars within the wellbore. 
[0205] A system for isolating a first subterranean zone from a second 
subterranean zone in a wellbore has also been described that includes means for 
positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore. the solid tubulars 
traversingthefirstsubterraneanzone.meansforposltlonlng one or more perforated 

tubulars within the wellbore each including one or more radial passages, the 
perforated tubulars traversing the second subterranean zone, means for radially 
expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars within the 
wellbore. means forfluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars. 
means for preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the 
second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the solid tubulars and 
perforated tubulars. and means for cleaning materials from the radial passages of 
at least one of the perforated tubulars by further radial expansion of the perforated 
tubulars within the wellbore. 

[0206] A system for extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone 
in a wellbore. at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, has also been 
described that includes means for posrtioning one or more solid tubulars within the 
wellbore. means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore 
each including one or more radial passages, the perforated tubulars traversing the 
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producing subterranean zone, means for radially expanding at least one of the solid 
tubulars and the perforated tubulars within the wellbore, means for fluidicly coupling 
the solid tubulars with the casing, means for fluidicly coupling the perforated 
tubulars with the solid tubulars, means for fluidicly isolating the producing 
subterranean zone from at least one other subterranean zone within the wellbore, 
means for fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the 
producing subterranean zone, and means for cleaning materials from the radial 
passages of at least one of the perforated tubulars by further radial expansion of the 
perforated tubulars within the wellbore. 

[0207] Although illustrative embodiments of the invention have been shown 
and described, a wide range of modification, changes and substitution is 
contemplated in the foregoing disclosure. In some instances, some features of the 
present invention may be employed without a corresponding use of the other 
features. Accordingly, it is appropriate that the appended claims be construed 
broadly and In a manner consistent with the scope of the invention. 
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What is claimed is: 



Claims 



1. An apparatus, comprising: 

a zonal isolation assembly comprising: 

one or more solid tubular members, each solid tubular member 

including one or more external seals; 
one or more perforated tubular members coupled to the solid tubular 
members; 

one or more flow control valves operably coupled to the perforated 
tubular members for controlling the flow of fluidic materials 
through the perforated tubular members; 
one or more temperature sensors operably coupled to one or more of 
the perforated tubular members for monitoring the operating 
temperature within the perforated tubular members; 
one or more pressure sensors operably coupled to one or more of the 
perforated tubular members for monitoring the operating 
pressure within the perforated tubular members; and 
one or more flow sensors operably coupled to one or more of the 
perforated tubular members for monitoring the operating flow 
rate within the perforated tubular members; and 
a shoe coupled to the zonal isolation assembly; and 
a controller operably coupled to the flow control valves, the temperature 
sensors, the pressure sensors, and the flow sensors for monitoring 
the temperature, pressure and flow sensors and controlling the 
operation of the flow control valves; 
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wherein at least one of the solid tubular members and the perforated tubular 
members are formed by a radial expansion process performed within 
the wellbore. 



2. A method of isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean 
zone in a wellbore, comprising: 

positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the solid tubulars 

traversing the first subterranean zone; 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore, the 

perforated tubulars traversing the second subten^nean zone; 
radially expanding at least one of the primary solid tubulars and perforated 

tubulars within the wellbore; 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars; 
preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the 

second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the solid 

tubulars and perforated tubulars; 
monitoring the operating temperatures, pressures, and flow rates within one 

or more of the perforated tubulars; and 
controlling the flow of fluidic materials through the perforated tubulars as a 

function of the monitored operating temperatures, pressures, and flow 

rates. 

3. A method of extracting materials from a producing subteranean zone in a 
wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore Including a casing, comprising; 

positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore; 

positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore, the 

perforated tubulars traversing the producing subten-anean zone; 
radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated 

^\ 



tubulars within the wellbore; 
fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing; 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars; 
fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone fronn at least one other 

subten-anean zone within the wellbore; 
fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the produdng 

subterranean zone; 
monitoring the operating temperatures, pressures, and flow rates within one 

or more of the perforated tubulars; and 
controlling the flow of fluidic materials through the perforated tubulars as a 
function of the monitored operating temperatures, pressures, and flow 
rates. 

A system for isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean 

zone in a wellbore. comprising: 

means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore. the 

solid tubulars traversing the first subten^nean zone; 
means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore. 

the perforated tubulars traversing the second subterranean zone; 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated 

tubulars within the wellbore; 
means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars; 
means for preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone 

to the second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the 

solid tubulars and perforated tubulars; 
means for monitoring the operating temperatures, pressures, and flow rates 

within one or more of the perforated tubulars; and 
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means for controlling the flow of fluidic materials through the perforated 
tubulars as a function of the monitored operating temperatures, 
pressures, and flow rates. 

5 A system for extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a 
wellbore. at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, compnsmg: 
means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore; 
means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars ,^thin the wellbore. 

the perforated tubulare traversing the producing subterranean zone; 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the 

perforated tubulars within the wellbore; 
means for fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing; 
means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars; 
means for fluidicly Isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least 

one other subterranean zone within the wellbore; 
means for fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubuters with the 

producing subterranean zone; 
means tor monitoring the operating temperatures, pressures, and flow rates 

within one or more of the perforated tubulars; and 
means for controlling the flow of fluidio materials through the perforated 
tubulars as a function of the monitored operating temperatures, 
pressures, and flow rates, 

6. An apparatus, comprising: 

a zonal isolation assembly comprising: 

one or more solid tubular members, each solid tubular member 

including one or more external seals; 
one or more perforated tubular members each Including radial 



passages coupled to the solid tubular members; and 
one or more solid tubular liners coupled to the interior surfaces of one 
or more of the perforated tubular members for sealing at least 
some of the radial passages of the perforated tubular 
members; and 
a shoe coupled to the zonal isolation assembly; 

wherein at least one of the solid tubular members and the perforated tubular 
members are formed by a radial expansion process performed within 
the wellbore; and 

wherein the solid tubular liners are formed by a radial expansion process 
performed within the wellbore. 

7. A method of isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subten^anean 
zone in a wellbore, comprising: 

positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the solid tubulars 

traversing the first subterranean zone; 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or more 

radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing 

the second subterranean zone; 
radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars 

within the wellbore; 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the primary solid tubulars; 
preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the 

second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the primary 

solid tubulars and perforated tubulars; 
positioning one or more solid tubular liners within the interior of one or more 

of the perforated tubulars; and 



radially expanding and plastically deforming the solid tubular liners within the 
Interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars to fluidicly seal at 
least some of the radial passages of the perforated tubulars. 

8. A method of extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a 
wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, comprising; 

positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore; 

positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or more 

radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing 

the producing subterranean zone; 
radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated 

tubulars within the wellbore; 
fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing; 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars; 
fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other 

subterranean zone within the welltx>re; 
fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the producing 

subterranean zone; 
positioning one or more solid tubular liners within the interior of one or more 

of the perforated tubulars; and 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the solid tubular liners within the 

interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars to fluidicly seal at 

least some of the radial passages of the perforated tubulars. 

9. A system for isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean 
zone in a wellbore. comprising: 

means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the 
solid tubulars traversing the first subten-anean zone; 
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means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or 

more radial passages within the wellbore. the perforated tubulars 

traversing the second subten-anean zone^ 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated 

tubulars within the wellbore; 
means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars; 
means for preventing the passage of fluids from the first subten-anean zone 

to the second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the 

primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars; 
means for positioning one or more solid tubular liners within the interior of 

one or more of the perforated tubulare; and 
means for radially expanding and plastically defonming the solid tubular 

liners within the interior of one Or more of the perforated tubulars to 

fluidicly seal at least some of the radial passages of the perforated 

tubulars. 



10. A system for extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a 
wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, comprising; 
means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore; 
means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or 

more radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars 

traversing the producing subterranean zone; 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the 

perforated tubulars within the wellbore; 
means for fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing; 
means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars; 
means for fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least 

one other subterranean zone within the wellbore; 



„,eans for fluidte^ coupling a. leas, one of me perforated tubu,a.»i.h ,he 

producing subterranean zone; . 
™ans for posiScning one or mom solid tubular lir,e^ wiWn the inter„r of 

one or more of tlie perforated tubulare; and 
„«ans for radial^ expanding and plasUcally defending the solid tubular 

liners wHhin the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars to 

fluididy seal at least some of the radial passages of the peKorated 

tubulars. 

11. An apparatus, comprising: 

a zonal isolation assembly comprising: 

one or more solid tubular members, each solid tubular member 

including one or more external seals; 
one or more perforated tubular members each including rad«l 

passages coupled to the solid tubular members; and 
a sealing material coupled to at least some of the perforated tubular 
members for sealing at least some of the radial passages of 
the perforated tubular members; and 
a shoe coupled to the zonal isolation assembly. 
12 Amethodofisolaflngafirstsubterraneanzonefromasecondsubterranean 

traversing the flist subtsiranean zone; 
positioning one or mo» peribrated tubulars each including one or more 
JalpassageswHhinthewe»bore.«,eperfo,atedtubula,strave,s,ng 

the second subterranean zone; 



radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars 

within the wellbore; 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the primary solid tubulars; 
preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the 

second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the primary 

solid tubulars and perforated tubulars; 
sealing off an annular region within at least one of the perforated tubulars; 

and 

injecting a hardenable fluidic sealing material into the sealed annular regions 
of the perforated tubulars to seal off at least some of the radial 
passages of the perforated tubulars. 

13. A method of extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a 
wellbore. at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, comprising; 

positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore; 

positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or more 
radialpassages within the wellbore. the perforated tubulars traversing 

the producing subteranean zone; 
radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated 

tubulars within the wellbore; 
fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing; 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars; 
fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other 

subten^nean zone within the wellbore; 
fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the producing 

subterranean zone; 
sealing off an annular region within at least one of the perforated tubulars; 

and 
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injecting a hardenablefluidic sealing material into the sealed annular regions 
of the perforated tubulars to seal off at least some of the radial 
passages of the perforated tubulars. 

14. A system for Isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subtenranean 
zone in a wellbore, comprising: 

means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the 

solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone; 
means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or 

more radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars 

traversing the second subterranean zone; 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated 

tubulars within the wellbore; 
means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars; 
means for preventing the passage of fluids from the first subtenranean zone 

to the second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the 

primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars; 
means for sealing off an annular region within at least one of the perforated 

tubulars; and 

means for injecting a hardenable fluidic sealing material into the sealed 
annular regions of the perforated tubulars to seal off at least some of 
the radial passages of the perforated tubulars. 

15. A system for extracting materials from a producing subten^nean zone in a 
wellbore. at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, comprising; 

means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore; 



means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or 

more radial passages within the wellbore. the perforated tubulars 

traversing the producing subten^nean zonej 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the 

perforated tubulars within the wellbore; 
means for fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing; 
means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars; 
means for fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least 

one other subterranean zone within the wellbore; 
means for fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the 

producing subterranean zone; 
means for sealing off an annular region within at least one of the perforated 

tubulars; and 

means for injecting a hardenabie fluidic sealing material into the sealed 
annular regions of the perforated tubulars to seal off at least some of 
the radial passages of the perforated tubulars. 



An apparatus, comprising: 

a zonal isolation assembly positioned within a wellbore that traverses a 
subterranean formation, comprising: 

one or more solid tubular members, each solid tubular member 

including one or more external seals; 
one or more perforated tubular members coupled to the solid tubular 
members; and 
a shoe coupled to the zonal isolation assembly; 

wherein at least one of the solid tubular members and the perforated tubular 
members are formed by a radial expansion process performed within 
the wellbore; and 



wherein at least one of the perforated tubular members are radially 
expanded into intimate contact with the subtenranean fonnation. 

17. The apparatus of claim 16, wherein the perforated tubular members that are 
radially expanded into Intimate contact with the subterranean fomiation compress 
the subterranean formation. 

18. A method of Isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean 
zone In a weilbore, comprising: 

positioning one or more solid tubulars within the weilbore, the solid tubulars 

traversing the first subterranean zone; 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the weilbore each 

including one or more radial passages, the perforated tubulars 

traversing the second subterranean zone; 
radially expanding at least one of the primary solid tubulars and perforated 

tubulars within the weilbore: 
radially expanding at least one of the perforated tubulars into intimate 

contact with the second subterranean zone; 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars; and 
preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone to the 

second subterranean zone within the weilbore external to the solid 

tubulars and perforated tubulars. 

19. The method of claim 18. wherein the perforated tubulars that are radially 
expanded into intimate contact with the second subtenranean zone compress the 
second subterranean zone. 

20. The method of claim 18. further comprising vibrating the second 
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subterranean zone to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons from the 
second subterranean zone. 

21. The method of claim 18, further comprising vibrating the second 
subtenranean zone to clean the radial passages of the perforated tubulars that are 
radially expanded into intimate contact with the second subterranean zone. 

22. The method of claim 1 8, further comprising applying an impulsive load to the 
perforated tubulars that are radially expanded into intimate contact with the second 
subterranean zone to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons from the 
second subterranean zone. 

23. A method of extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone In a 
wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, comprising; 

positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore; 

positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore each 

Including one or more radial passages, the perforated tubulars 

traversing the producing subterranean zone; 
radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated 

tubulars within the wellbore; 

radially expanding at least one of the perforated tubulars into intimate 

I- 

contact with the producing subterranean zone; 
fiuidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing; 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with ttie solid tubulars; 
fiuidicly Isolating the producing subtenranean zone from at least one other 

subterranean zone within the wellbore; and 
fiuidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the producing 

subterranean zone. 
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24 The mett-od of claim 23, v.he,«n «,e perforated tubulars ma. are radialhr 
expanded into intima,ecor,.ac»«h.hep,oduci,«subtenaneanzonecompressthe 

producing subterranean zone. 

25 The method of cWm 23. further comprising vibrating theprodudng 
suhter-nean zone to increase me rate o, recovery of hydrocarbons from the 
producing subterranean zone. 

26 The method of claim 23, furflier c»mpnsing vibrating the producing 
Lrraneanzc^.oc,eantherad«ipassagesoft,.perforated.ubu,ars,h^are 

^dially expanded hto indmate contact with the producing subterranean zone. 

27 The method of claim 23, further comprising applying an Impulsiv. load to tt« 
perforated tubulars that are radial^ expanded Wo intimate conUc* .he 
'p^utosubterraneanzor-etolncreasetherateofrecovervofhyd^^^^^^ 

the producing subterranean zone. 

28. Asys.emforisolattngafirs.subterraneanzonefrom asecond subterra-,ean 

2one in a wellbore, comprising: 

means fPr pos«oning one or more solid hrbulars within the wellbore, the 

soBd tibulars traversingthe first subterranean zone; 
.eans for pos^lonlng one or nv,re perforated tubulars within t^we-bore 
each including one or more radial passages, tt,e perforated tubulars 

traversing the second subterranean zone; 
„»ansforradiailyexpandingatleastoneofthesolidtubularsandpenb.ated 

tubulars within the wellbore; , 
.eans for radially expanding at least one of the perforated tubulars .nto 
intimate contact with the second subtenranean zone; 
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means for fiuidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars; 
and 

means for preventing the passage of fluids from the.first subterranean zone 
to the second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the 
solid tubulars and perforated tubulars. 

29. The system of claim 28. wherein the means for radially expanding at least 
one of the perforated tubulars into intimate contact with the second subterranean 
zone comprises means for compressing the second subterranean zone. 

30. The system of claim 28. further comprising means for vibrating the second 
subterranean zone to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons from the 
second subterranean zone. 

31 . The system of claim 28. further comprising means for vibrating the second 
subterranean zone to clean the radial passages of the perforated tubulars that are 
radially expanded into intimate contact with the second subterranean zone. 

32. The system of claim 28. further comprising means for applying an impulsive 
load to the perforated tubulars that are radially expanded into intimate contact with 
the sec9nd subterranean zone to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons 
from the second subterranean zone. 

33. A system for extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a 
wellbore. at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, comprising; 

means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore; 
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„«„s for posting one or nora perforated .ubulars wWn .he wellbore 

each including one or more radial openings, the perforated tubulars 

traversing the producing sutrterranean zone;, 
^ans for radialiy expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the 

perforated tubulars within the wellbore; 
means for radially expanding at least one of «,e perforated tubulars into 

intimate contact with the producing subterranean zone; 
means for fluididy coupling the solid tubulars with the casing; 
„eans for fluldlcly coupling the perforated tubulars w«h the solid tubulars; 
means for fluididy isolating the pnSdudng subterranean zone from at least 

one other subterranean zone within the wellbore; and 
means for fluididy couple e< 1-st one of the perforated tubulars with the 

producing subterranean zone. 

34 The system of daim 33, wherein the means for mdlalV expanding at leas, 
oneoftheperforatedtubularslntolntimatecontactwiththeproducingsubte^nean 

zone comprises means for compressing the produdng subten^nean zone. 

35 Thesystemofdaim33,further,oompris,ngmeansforvfcraUngthe,^odudng 
Ibterranean zone to Increase «,e .te of .cove^ of hydn,carbons from the 
producing subterranean zone. 

36 Thesystemofcla,m33,fu*ercomprlsi.^meansforvib,atingthe produc^g 
lb.reanz„ne.odean«,e,ad.lpass,gesof«,eperfcra,ed,ubu.^^^^^^^ 
radially expanded into intimate contact with the produdng subterranean zone. 

37 The system of daim 33. further comprising means for app^ing an Irnpulsive 
load tothe perforated tububrsthatare radially expanded into msmateconuctw* 
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the producing subterranean zone to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons 
from the producing subterranean zone. 

38. An apparatus, comprising: 

a zonal isolation assembly positioned within a wellbore that traverses a 
subterranean formation and includes a perforated wellbore casing, 
comprising: 

one or more solid tubular members, each solid tubular member 

including one or more external seals; 
one or more perforated tubular members coupled to the solid tubular 

members; and 
a shoe coupled to the zonal isolation assembly; 

wherein at least one of the solid tubular members and the perforated tubular 
members are fomied by a radial expansion process performed wrthin 
the wellbore; and 

wherein at least one of the perforated tubular members are radially 
expanded into intimate contact with the perforated wellbore casing. 

39. The apparatus of claim 38. wherein the perforated tubular members that are 
radially expanded into intimate contact with the perforated casing compress the 
subterranean formation. 

40. A method of isolating a first subtenranean zone from a second subterranean 
zone in a wellbore that includes a perforated casing that traverses the second 
subterranean zone, comprising: 

positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore. the solid tubulars 
traversing the first subtenranean zone; 
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posMoning one or ^re perforated ,u.u.rs w«Hin .he we«.ore eaoh 

including one or more radial passages. *e perforated tubulars 

traversing the second subterranean zone; 
.adiaiV expanding a, least one of the prinna-V soM tubulars and perforated 

tubulars Within the wellbore; 
.dlally expanding at leas, one of the perforated tubulars into ,n*ma.e 

contact with the perforated casing; 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars; and 
preventing ^ passage of flu«s fro. the .rst — "^^^ 

second subterranean zone i«thin the wellbore external to the solid 

tubulars and perforated tubulars. 

41 The method of claim 40. wherein the perforated tubulars that are radially 
expanded il Intimate contact with «,e perforated cas^ compress the second 
subterranean zone. 

« The method of claim 40. fu,«,er oompHsing vibrating thesecond 
subterranean zone to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons fmm the 
second subtenranean zone. 

43 The mett,od of claim 40. further comprising vlbra«ng thes^nd 
s!bterraneanzonetodeant^«radi.passagesoftheperforatedtubula.thatare 

radially expanded Into intimate contact with the perforated casing. 

44 The method of dalm40. fu,««r comprising app^lng an '-P"'^'— ^ 



subtenranean zone 
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45. A method of extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a 
wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing and a perforated 
casing that traverses the producing subterranean zone, cpmprising; 
positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore: 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore each 
including one or more radial passages, the perforated tubulars 
traversing the producing subterranean zone; 
radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated 

tubulars within the wellbore; 
radially expanding at least one of the perforated tubulars into intimate 
contact with the perforated casing; 
fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing; 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars; 
fluidicly isolating the producing subten-anean zone from at least one other 

subterranean zone within the wellbore; and 
fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the producing 
subterranean zone. 

46 The method of claim 45, wherein the perforated tubulars that are radially 
expanded into intimate contact with the perforated casing compress the producing 
subterranean zone. 

47 The method of claim 45. further comprising vibrating the producing 
subterranean zone to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons from the 
producing subterranean zone. 

48 The method of claim 45. further comprising vibrating the producing 
subterranean zone to clean the radial passages of the perforated tubulars that are 
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radially expanded into intimate contact with the perforated casing. 

49 The method of clairr 45, further con,prising applying an innpulsive load to the 
perforated tubulars that are radially expanded into intin^ate contact w*h the 
perforated tubular to increase the ,^te of «cove,y of hydrocarbons from the 
producing subterranean zone. 

50 Asystemforisolatin3afi.stsubtenaneanzonefromasecond subterranean 
zone in a weUbore that includes a perforated casing that traverses the second 
subterranean zone, comprising: 

means for positioning one or more solid tubula,^ within the wellbore. the 
solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone: 

means for positioning one or mere perforated tubulars within the wellbcre 
each including one or more radial passages, the perforated tubulars 

traversing the second subterranean zone; 
means fcrradlaivexpanding at leastoneof the solidtubula-sand perforated 

tubulars within the wellbore; 
means for radially expanding at least one of the perforated Uibulars into 

intimate contact with the perforated casing; 
means for fluididy coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars; 

and 

meansforprevenungthepassageoffluidsfrorn the first subter^nean zone 

to the second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the 
solid tubulars and perforated tubulars. 

51 The system of claim 50. wherein the means for radially expanding at least 
one of the perforated ftrbuters into Nimate contact with the perforated cas,ng 
comprises means for compressing the second subterranean zone. 



52. The system of claim 50. further comprising means for vibrating the second 
subterranean zone to increase the rate of recovery of .hydrocarbons from the 
second subten-anean zone. 

53. The system of claim 50, further comprising means for vibrating the second 
subterranean zone to clean the radial passages of the perforated tubuiars that are 
radially expanded into intimate contact w/ith the perforated casing. 

54. The system of claim 50. further comprising means for applying an impulsive 
load to the perforated tubuiars that are radially expanded into intimate contact with 
the perforated casing to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons from the 
second subterranean zone. 

55. A system for extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a 
wellbore. at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing and a perforated 
casing that traverses the producing subterranean zone, comprising: 

means for positioning one or more solid tubuiars within the wellbore; 
means for positioning one or more perforated tubuiars within the wellbore 

each including one or more radial openings, the perforated tubuiars 

traversing the producing subten-anean zone; 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubuiars and the 

perforated tubuiars within the wellbore; 
means for radially expanding at least one of the perforated tubuiars into 

intimate contact with the perforated casing; 
means for fluidicly coupling the solid tubuiars with the casing; 
means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubuiars with the solid tubuiars; 
means for fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least 



one other subterranean zone within the wellbore; and 
means for fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the 
producing subterranean zone. 

56. The system of claim 55, wherein the means for radially expanding at least 
one of the perforated tubulars into intimate contact with the perforated casing 
comprises means for compressing the producing subterranean zone. 

57. The system of claim 55, further comprising means for vibrating the producing 
subterranean zone to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons firom the 
producing subterranean zone. 

58. The system of claim 55, further comprising means for vibrating the producing 
subten^nean zone to clean the radial passages of the perforated tubulars that are 
radially expanded into intimate contact with the perforated casing. 

59. The system of claim 55, further comprising means for applying an impulsive 
load to the perforated tubulars that are radially expanded into intimate contact with 
the perforated casing to increase the rate of recovery of hydrocarbons from the 
producing subterranean zone. 

60. Ah apparatus, comprising: 

a zonal isolation assembly comprising: 

one or more solid tubular members, each solid tubular member 

including one or more external seals; 
one or more perforated tubular members each including radial 

passages coupled to the solid tubular members; and 
one or more perforated tubular liners each including one or more 
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radial passages coupled to the Interior surfaces of one or more 
of the perforated tubular members; and 
a shoe coupled to the zonal isolation assembly; . 
wherein at least one of the solid tubular members and the perforated tubular 
members are formed by a radial expansion process performed within 
the wellbore; and 

wherein the perforated tubular liners are formed by a radial expansion 
process performed within the wellbore. 

61 . A method of isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean 
zone In a wellbore, comprising: 

positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the solid tubulars 

traversing the first subterranean zone; 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or more 

radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars traversing 

the second subterranean zone; 
radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars 

within the wellbore; 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the primary solid tubulars; 
preventing the passage of fluids from the first subten-anean zone to the 

second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the primary 

solid tubulars and perforated tubulars; 
positioning one or more perforated tubular liners within the interior of one or 

more ofthe perforated tubulars; and 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the perforated tubular liners 

within the interior of one or more ofthe perforated tubulars. 



62 A method of extracSng materiab from a producing subterranean zone m a 
v,ellbore at least a portion of ti>e wellbore including a casing, compnsmg; 

positioning one or more solid tubuiars within the wellbore; 

positioning one or more perforated tubuiars each including one or more 
,adialpassageswithinthewellbore.theperforatedtubularstra«e,s,ng 

the producing subterranean zone; 
radially expanding at .east one of the sola tubuiars and the perforated 

tubuiars within the wellbore; 
lluidicly coupling the solid tubuiars with the easing; 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubuiars with the solid tubuiars; 
fluididy isolating the producing subtenanean zone from at least one other 

subtenanean zone within the wellbore; 
Micly coupling at leas, one of the perforated tubuiars with the producing 

subterranean zone; 
positioning one or more perforated tubular liners ««thin the interio, of one or 

more of the perforated tubuiars; and 
^ialV expanding and plas«cally defom,^g the perfbrated tubular hners 
within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulare. 

63. AsystemforisolatingafirstsuWerraneanzonefromasecond subtenanean 

zone In a wellbore. comprising: 

means for poswonlng one or more soHd tubuiars Within the wellbore. the 

solid tubuiars traversing the first subterranean zone; 
^nsforposKioni,^ one ormoreperfdrated tubuiars e--;-'"*^-? " 
more radial passages wl»ln the wellbore. the perforated tubular, 

traversing the second subterranean zone; 
„«ansforradiallyexpandingatIeas.or«ofthesolidtubula,sandperforated 

tubuiars within ihe wellbore; 



means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars; 
means for preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone 

to the second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the 

primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars; 
means for positioning one or more perforated tubular liners within the interior 

of one or more of the perforated tubulars; and 
means for radially expanding and plastically deforming the perforated tubular 

liners within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars. 

64. A system for extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a 
wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, comprising; 
means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore; 
means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or 

more radial passages within the wellbore. the perforated tubulars 

traversing the producing subterranean zone; 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the 

perforated tubulars within the wellbore; 
means for fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing; 
means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars; 
means for fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least 

one other subten-anean zone within the wellbore; 
means for fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the 

producing subterranean zone; 
means for positioning one or more perforated tubular liners within the interior 

of one or more of the perforated tubulars; and 
means for radially expanding and plasticallydefonning the perforated tubular 

liners within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars. 



65. An apparatus, cdHfiprisIng: 

a zonal Isolation assembly comprising: 

one or more solid tubular members, each solid tubular member 

including one or more external seals; 
tNO or more perforated tubular members each including radial 

passages coupled to the solid tubular members: and 
one or more one-way valves for controllably fluidicly coupling the 
perforated tubular members; and 
a shoe coupled to the zonal isolation assembly; 

wherein atleast one of the solid tubularmembers and the perforatedtubu^r 
members are fomied by a radial expansion process performed wrth.n 
the wellbore. 

66 A^thodof IsolaBngafl-stsubterraneanzonefromasecond subterranean 
zone having a plurality of producing zones in a wellbore. conr.pnsing: 

Jonfng one or more solK. tubulars within the weltoore, «.e solid tubulars 

traversing the first subterranean zone; 
positioning two or more perforated tubulars each including one or mor* 
radlalpassageswlthinthewellbore.theperforatedtubularstrave,s,ng 

the second subterranean zone; 
radially expanding at lees, one of the solki tubulars and perforated tubulars 

within the wellbore; 
fluldidy coupling the perforated tubutors and the primary solid tubulars; 
prevenSng the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone ^ tt^ 

secondsubterraneanzonewithinthewellboreexternaltothepnmary 

solid tubulars and perforated tubulars; and 
preventlngfluldsfrom passingfromoneof the producing zones that hasnot 

been depleted to one of the producing zones that has been depleted. 
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67. A method of extracting materials from a wellbore having a plurality of 
producing subterranean zones, at least a portion of the vvellbore including a casing, 
comprising; 

positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore; 

positioning two or more perforated tubulars each including one or more 

radial passages within the wellbore. the perforated tubulars traversing 

the producing subterranean zones; 
radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated 

tubulars within the wellbore; 
fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing; 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars; 
fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least one other 

subterranean zone within the wellbore; 
fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the producing 

subterranean zone; 
preventing fluids from passing from one of the producing zones that has not 

been depleted to one of the producing zones that has been depleted. 

68. A system for isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean 
zone having a plurality of producing zones in a wellbore, comprising: 

means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the 

solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone; 
means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or 
more radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars 
traversing the second subterranean zone; 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated 
tubulars within the wellbore; 



means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars; 
means for preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone 

to the second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the 

primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars; 
means for positioning one or more perforated tubular liners within the Interior 

of one or more of the perforated tubulars; and 
means for preventing fluids from passing from one of the producing zones 

that has not been depleted to one of the producing zones that has 

been depleted. 

69. A system for extracting materials from a plurality, of producing subterranean 
zones in a wellbore. at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, comprising; 
means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore; 
means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or 

more radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars 

traversing the producing subterranean zones; 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solki tubulars and the 

perforated tubulars within the wellbore; 
means for fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing; 
means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars; 
means for fluidicly isolating the producing subten-anean zone from at least 

one other subterranean zone within the wellbore; 
means for fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the 

producing subterranean zone; 
means for positioning one or more perforated tubular liners within the interior 

of one or more of the perforated tubulars; and 



means for preventing fluids from passing from one of the producing zones 
that has not been depleted to one of the producing zones that has 
been depleted. 

70. An apparatus for extracting geothemnal energy from a subterranean 
fomiation containing a source of geothermal energy, comprising: 

a zonal isolation assembly positioned within the subterranean fomiation, 
comprising: 

one or more solid tubular members, each solid tubular member 

including one or more external seals; 
one or more perforated tubular members each including radial 

passages coupled to the solid tubular members; and 
one or more perforated tubular liners each including one or more 

radial passages coupled to the interior surfaces of one or more 

of the perforated tubular members; and 
a shoe coupled to the zonal Isolation assembly; 

wherein at least one of the solid tubular members and the perforated tubular 
members are formed by a radial expansion process performed within 
the wellbore. ^ 

71 . A method of isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean 
zone including a source of geothermal energy in a wellbore. comprising: 

positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore. the solid tubulars 

traversing the first subterranean zone; 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or more 
radial passages within the wellbore.theperforated tubulars traversing 

the second subterranean zone; 
radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated tubulars 



within the wellbore; 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubuiars and the prinnary solid tubulars; 
preventing the passage of fluids from the first subten-anean zone to the 

second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the primary 

solid tubulars and perforated tubulars; and 
positioning one or more perforated tubular liners within the interior of one or 

more of the perforated tubulars; and 
radially expanding and plastically deforming the perforated tubular liners 

within the interior of one or more of the perforated tubulars. 

72. A method of extracting geothermal energy from a subten^anean geothermal 
zone in a wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, comprising; 

positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore; 

positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or more 

radial passages within the wellbore. the perforated tubulars traversing 

the subten^anean geothermal zone; 
radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated 

tubulars within the wellbore; 
fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing; 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars; 
fluidicly isolating the subterranean geothermal zone from at least one other 

subterranean zone within the wellbore; and 
fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the 

subterranean geothermal zone. 

73. A system for isolating a first subterranean zone from a second geothermal 
subtenranean zone in a wellbore, comprising: 



means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the 
solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone; 

means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or 
more radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars 
traversing the second geothennal subterranean zone; 

means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and perforated 
tubulars within the wellbore; 

means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars; 
and 

means for preventing the passage of fluids from the first subterranean zone 
to the second geothermal subten^anean zone within the wellbore 
extemal to the primary solid tubulars and perforated tubulars. 

74. A system for extracting geothermal energy from a subterranean geothermal 
zone in a wellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, comprising; 
means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore; 
means for positioning one or more perforated tubulars each including one or 

more radial passages within the wellbore, the perforated tubulars 

traversing the subterranean geothermal zone; 
means for radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the 

perforated tubulars within the wellbore; 
means for fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing; 
means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars; 
means for fluidicly isolating the subterranean geothemnal zone from at least 

one other subterranean zone within the wellbore; and 
means for fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the 

subterranean geothermal zone. 



75. An apparatus, eomprising: 

a zonal isolation assembly comprising: 

one or more solid tubular members, each solid tubular member 

« 

including one or more external seals; 
one or more perforated tubular members each including one or more 
radial passages coupled to the solid tubular members; and 
a shoe coupled to the zonal isolation assembly; 

wherein at least one of the solid tubular members and the perforated tubular 
members are fomned by a radial expansion process perfomied within 
the wellbore; and 

wherein the radial passage of at least one of the perforated tubular members 
are cleaned by further radial expansion of the perforated tubular 
members within the wellbore. 

76. A method of isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subten*anean 
zone in a wellbore. comprising: 

positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore, the solid tubulars 

traversing the first subterranean zone; 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore each 

including one or more radial passages, the perforated tubulars 

traversing the second subterranean zone; 
radially expanding at least one of the primary solid tubulars and perforated 

tubulaiB within the wellbore; 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars; 
preventing the passage of fluids from the first subten-anean zone to the 

second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the solid 

tubulars and perforated tubulars; and 



cleaning materials from the radial passages of at least one of the perforated 
tubulars by further radial expansion of the perforated tubulars within 
the wellbore. 

77. A method of extracting materials from a producing subteranean zone in a 
wellbore. at least a portion of the wellbore including a casing, comprising: 
positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore; 
positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the wellbore each 

including one or more radial passages, the perforated tubulars 

traversing the producing subterranean zone; 
radially expanding at least one of the solid tubulars and the perforated 

tubulars within the wellbore; 
fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing; 
fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars with the solid tubulars; 
fluidicly isolating the produdng subterranean zone from at least one other 

subtenranean zone within the wellbore; 
fluidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars with the producing 

subterranean zone; 
monitoring the operating temperatures, pressures, and flow rates within one 

or more of the perforated tubulars; and 
cleaning materials from the radial passages of at least one of the perforated 

tubulars by further radial expansion of the perforated tubulars within 

the wellbore. 

78. A system for Isolating a first subterranean zone from a second subterranean 

zone in a wellbore, comprising: 

means for positioning one or more solid tubulars within the wellbore. the 
solid tubulars traversing the first subterranean zone; 
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™a„s for positioning one or more perforated tubulars within the welibore 
each including one or more radial passages, the perforated tubulars 

traversing the second subterranean zone; . 
„eans.orradiallyexpandingat.eastoneofthesolidtubulars3ndperforated 

tubulars within the wellbore; 
means for fluidicly coupling the perforated tubulars and the solid tubulars; 
n.eans for preventing the passage of fluids fror^thefirstsubterranean zone 

to the second subterranean zone within the wellbore external to the 

solid tubulars and perforated tubulars; and 
n^eansfor Cleaning materialsfror. the radial passagesof at least one of the 

perforated tubulars by further , radial expansion of the perforated 

tubulars within the wellbore. 

79 A system for extracting materials from a producing subterranean zone in a 

«ellbore, at least a portion of the wellbore Including a casing, compnsmg; 
meansforpositioningoneormoresoiidtubularswithlnthewelbore. 

„eans for positioning one or more perforated tubulars within t^e w*- 
each including one or more radial passages, the perforated tubulars 
traversing the producing subtenanean zone; 

„,eans for radially expanding a. least one of the solid tubulars and the 

perforated tubulare within the wellbore; 
„^ns for fluidicly coupling the solid tubulars with the casing; 

„«ans fPr flukifely coupling the perforated tubulars with the so ,d tub^^rs 
means for fluidicly isolating the producing subterranean zone from at least 

one other subterranean zone within the wellbore; 
n,eans forfiuidicly coupling at least one of the perforated tubulars wrth the 

producing subterranean zone; and 
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means for cleaning materials from the radial passages of at least one of the 
perforated tubulars by further radial expansion of the perforated 
tubulars within the wellbore. 



12^ 




^^^^ • 

% Office 




INVESTOR IN PEOPl£ 



Application No: 
Claims searched: 



GB 0225505.7 

1 \76 



Examiner: 
Date of search: 



Nicholas Mole 
5 March 2003 



Patents Act 1977 : Search Report under Section 17 



Category 


Relevant 
to claims 


Idendty of document and p 


»assage or figure of particular relevance 


Y 


1 


GB 2343691 A 


(SHELL) see whole document 


Y 


1 


GB 2325949 A 


(BAKER HUGHES) see esp. page 10 lines 4-21 


Y 


1 


US 5447201 


(MOHN) see esp. col. 2 lines 18-36 


Y 


1 


US 4942926 


(LESS!) see esp. col. 4 lines 31-52 



Categories: 



X Document indicating lack of novelty or inventive step 

Y Document indicating lack of inventive step if combined 
with one or more other documents of same category. 

& Member of the same patent family 



A Document indicating technological background and/ot state of the art 

P Document published on or oiler the declared priority date but before the 
filing date of this invention. 

E Patent document published on or after, but with priority date earlier than, 
the filing date of this application. 



Field of Search: 

Search of GB. EP. WO & US patent documents classified in the following areas of the UKC^ 



EIF 



Worldwide search of patent documents classified in the following areas of the IPC^: 
E21B 



The, followinp nnlinft anH other datahases have been used in the preparation of This search renort. 
WPI EPODOC JAPIO 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SffiES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 
COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

J9 LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 




